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I.

INTRODUCTION
Due to the increased number of officer-involved incidents resulting in grievous
injury or death, and the increasing probability of liability resulting from such
incidents, as well as the potential psychological trauma to the officers involved, a
standardized policy for the investigation of such incidents is needed.

II.

POLICY
The following policy is hereby adopted:

III.

A.

When an officer of a San Diego County law enforcement agency becomes
involved in a shooting incident involving lethal ammunition wherein injury or
death results, an investigation shall be conducted by the agency within
whose jurisdiction the shooting occurred.

B.

When an officer of a San Diego County law enforcement agency becomes
involved in any incident wherein the use of force results in grievous injury or
death, an investigation shall be conducted by the agency within whose
jurisdiction the incident occurred.

C.

The agency which employs the officer involved in either incident shall
conduct a concurrent investigation of the incident for the purpose of
possible future administrative action. Concurrent investigations shall be
conducted jointly with full participation by designated investigators from the
agencies involved. The agency in whose jurisdiction the incident occurred
shall have the responsibility for presenting the facts in the case to the
District Attorney for evaluation. Any information or reports developed by an
investigator shall be made available to all concerned agencies as required.
Claims personnel from the involved government agency shall be permitted
access to the scene of an incident and provided with the information
necessary to fulfill their responsibility.

NOTIFICATIONS
A.

The Watch Commander, or in his absence the ranking officer on duty, upon
being notified that an incident as defined in section II has occurred within
the City of La Mesa, or has occurred outside the City and directly involves
members of the Department, will immediately
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1.

Notify the Investigation Division Commander so that an Investigation
Team can be assembled to respond to the scene. Upon arriving at
the scene within the City limits, the Investigation Team will assume
primary investigative responsibility for the incident.

2.

Assign a Departmental member to remain with any officer(s) who has
injured or killed someone until the Investigation Team can interview
the officer(s).

3

Notify the officer’s family in the event that the officer(s) involved in the
incident cannot contact his or her family to inform them of the
situation.

4.

Notify the designated member of the District Attorney, in accordance
with the current joint protocol.

B.

The Investigation Division Commander, upon being notified, will designate
and notify those individuals who will participate in the Investigation Team
and have them respond to the scene of the incident. The Investigation
Division Commander will be responsible for releasing information to the
news media regarding any incident occurring within the City of La Mesa.

C.

The Field Supervisor first on the scene will be responsible for
1.

Providing adequate care for the injured, apprehension of the
suspect(s), and protection of the scene from all unauthorized persons.

2.

Arranging to remove the officer(s) involved from the scene and
transport to a police facility, protecting the officer(s) from any
unnecessary interviews.

3.

Ensuring the involved firearm(s) and/or weapon(s) will be secured
without being unloaded, reloaded or examined, until turned over to the
Investigation Team. The Field Supervisor may issue another weapon
to the officer(s) pending the completion of the investigation.

4.

Arranging for the identification of all civilian witnesses and having
them, except for immediate family members of the wounded or
deceased person, transported to a police facility to be interviewed.
Immediate family members of the wounded or deceased person who
may be witnesses should be identified. If possible, brief facts should
be obtained to determine the extent of their knowledge of the incident.

5.

Ensure that no one questions or interviews involved personnel, except
as set forth above, and that the witnesses are cared for and kept
separated as space permits.
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D.

IV.

Officers involved in the incident should take immediate action to care for
the injured, to apprehend any suspects, to protect the scene, and to locate
and identify any witnesses to the incident. They shall refrain from
discussing the incident until the arrival of the first supervisor. Upon arrival
of the first supervisor, involved officers should briefly inform him/her of the
circumstances surrounding the incident and what action has been taken.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE INVESTIGATION TEAM
The Investigation Team, under the direction and supervision of the Investigation
Division Commander or designee, is responsible for conducting a thorough
investigation into the incident. The investigation conducted by the Investigation
Team will be submitted to the District Attorney's Office for their subsequent
review.
A guideline format for the finished report is shown in Attachment A.

V.

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW
An administrative review of the incident is the exclusive responsibility of the
Office of the Chief of Police, which has the authority to seek information from
other Divisions in the compilation of facts concerning the incident. The
Investigation Team report shall be delivered to the Chief of Police as soon as the
investigation is completed.

VI.

INTENTIONAL INCIDENTS RESULTING IN NO INJURY

VII.

The Watch Commander, or in his absence, the ranking officer on duty, will notify
the Investigation Division Commander of the circumstances. The Investigation
Division Commander will then determine whether to respond an Investigation
Team or to advise the Watch Commander to proceed as outlined in Section VII
below.
ACCIDENTAL INCIDENTS RESULTING IN NO INJURY

VIII.

A.

The Watch Commander, or in his absence, the ranking officer on duty, shall
cause the involved officer(s) and any other concerned personnel, to file
detailed investigative reports modeled after attachment A.

B.

The Field Supervisor shall do a follow-up investigation and shall submit a
report of his findings to the involved personnel’s Division Commander for
review and appropriate action.

PSYCHOLOGICAL COUNSELING
Often following an incident, personnel who have grievously or fatally injured
someone suffer severe emotional impact. It shall be the responsibility of the
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concerned Division Commander to arrange a meeting as soon as possible
following the incident, between a department approved Psychologist and any
Officer(s), who has grievously or fatally injured someone. The officer(s) may be
temporarily removed from field duties and reassigned at the discretion of the
Chief of Police or the ranking officer in the absence of the Chief of Police
IX.

PROCEDURE FOR OFF-DUTY INCIDENTS
The above procedures are to be followed in cases of both qualifying on and
off-duty incidents.
Attachments: A - Guideline for a Shooting Investigation Team Report
B -The District Attorney Joint Protocol for Investigation and Review
of Officer Involved Shootings and Use of Force

Shooting Guidelines
ATTACHMENT ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE
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ATTACHMENT A - GUIDELINE FOR FINISHED SHOOTING INCIDENT FORM
REPORT OF OFFICEER-INVOLVED SHOOTING: LAST NAME, First name (suspect or
(or law enforcement related death)
SUBJECT DECEASED or WOUNDED)
INVOLVED OFFICER(S):

Name, ID number

DATE AND TIME OF SHOOTING:
LOCATION OF SHOOTING:
OFFICER-INVOLVED SHOOTING TEAM:

(Investigating officer(s)’ names)

CONFIDENTIAL
CHRONOLOGICAL NARRATIVE
Chronological story in detail including the events that led up to the incident and
subsequent pertinent facts necessary to include:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Rank, names, I.D. numbers, assignment, agency of officer(s) involved.
Whether officer(s) were in uniform or plain clothes.
Description of police vehicle, marked or otherwise.
Description of weapon(s) used.
Description of scene.

INJURIES AND WEAPONS
a. Describe injuries and/or wounds received (a separate paragraph on each
victim). Include autopsy information if available.
b. Describe officer(s) weapons, ammunition, rounds fired, direction, distance,
background, and lighting.
c. Describe suspect(s) weapons, ammunition, rounds fired, direction, distance.
d. Ballistic and other analysis pertaining t the weapons involved.
(1) Include clothing analysis as to trajectory and gunshot residue.
SUSPECTS
a. Name, physical description, residence address and all registration numbers
(CII, FBI, Social Security, Drivers License, etc.)
b. Arrest record and whether in custody.
c. Background.
d. Include statement of arrestee when possible.
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EVIDENCE AND VEHICLE
a. Evidence includes any evidence booked or anything which would be of
evidential value and not in police custody at the time of the report.
b. Vehicle information, if involved in incident.
(1) Include vehicle used by suspect, damage to any vehicle as result of
incident.
WITNESS
a. Statement of witnesses. If witness to actual incident, verify his/her exact
location to confirm the validity of their observations.
b. If canvass of neighborhood, include all locations canvassed.
c. Tape record (if possible) all those interviewed at your police facility or in the
field.
COMMUNICATIONS
Include all teletypes or broadcasts, also other agencies notified or alerted.
Preserve all original radio tapes or other recordings of incident.
DIAGRAM
Scale drawing of immediate area of incident. (If not to scale, so note).

LA MESA POLICE DEPARTMENT INSTRUCTION
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Revised January 2007 / Revised 9/2012, 8/2019

No: 413
Page: 1 of 4

Walt Vasquez, Chief of Police
I.

PURPOSE
This policy recognizes that the use of force by law enforcement officers requires
constant evaluation. Even at its lowest level, the use of force is a serious
responsibility. The purpose of this policy is to provide officers of this department
with guidelines for the use of force.

II.

PHILOSOPHY
The use of force by law enforcement personnel is a matter of critical concern
both to the public and the law enforcement community. Officers are involved on
a daily basis in numerous and varied human encounters and, when warranted,
may use force in carrying out their duties.
Officers must have an understanding of, and true appreciation for, the limitations
on their authority - particularly with respect to overcoming resistance from those
with whom they come in official contact.
This department recognizes and respects the value and sanctity of all human life
and the dignity of the individual without prejudice to anyone. It is also understood
that vesting officers with the authority to use force and protect the public welfare
requires a careful balancing of all human interests.

III.

POLICY
It is the policy of this department that officers shall use only the amount of force
which reasonably appears necessary, given the facts and circumstances
perceived by the officer at the time of the event, to effectively bring an incident
under control. "Reasonableness" of the force used must be judged from the
perspective of a reasonable officer on the scene at the time of the incident.
Facts unknown to an officer, no matter how compelling, cannot be considered in
later determining whether the use of force was justified.
California Penal Code § 835 (a) provides that:
Any peace officer who has reasonable cause to believe that the person to be
arrested has committed a public offense may use reasonable force to effect the
arrest, to prevent escape or to overcome resistance. A peace officer who makes
or attempts to make an arrest need not retreat or desist from his/her efforts by
reason of resistance or threatened resistance of the person being arrested; nor
shall such officer be deemed an aggressor or lose his/her right to self-defense by
the use of reasonable force to effect the arrest or to prevent escape or to
overcome resistance.
Given that no policy can realistically predict every possible situation an officer
might encounter in the field, it is recognized that each officer must be entrusted
with well-reasoned discretion in determining the appropriate use of force in each
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incident. While it is the ultimate objective of every law enforcement encounter to
minimize injury to everyone involved, nothing in this policy requires an officer to
actually sustain physical injury before applying reasonable force.
As noted, any application of force by a member of this department must be
judged by a standard of "reasonableness". When determining whether or not to
apply any level of force, a number of factors should be taken into consideration.
Those factors should include, but are not limited to:
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

The conduct of the individual being confronted (as reasonably perceived by
the officer at the time)
Officer/subject factors (age, size, relative strength, skill level,
injury/exhaustion, number of officers vs. subjects)
Influence of drugs/alcohol (mental capacity)
Proximity of weapons
Availability of other options (What resources are reasonably available to the
officer under the circumstances)
Seriousness of the suspected offense or reason for contact with the
individual
Training and experience of the officer
Potential for injury to citizens, officers and suspects
Risk of escape

It is recognized that officers are expected to make split-second decisions, and
that the amount of time available to evaluate and respond to changing
circumstances may impact an officer's decision.
While various levels of force exist, each officer is expected to respond with only
that level of force which reasonably appears appropriate under the
circumstances at the time to successfully accomplish the legitimate law
enforcement purpose in accordance with this policy.
IV.

DE-ESCALATION
If feasible, an Officer should make every reasonable effort to de-escalate a
situation and gain voluntary compliance. This can be done by taking action or
communicating verbally or non-verbally during a potential force encounter in an
attempt to stabilize the situation and reduce the immediacy of the threat so that
more time, options, and resources can be called upon to resolve the situation,
without the use of force or with a reduction in the force necessary. De-escalation
may include the use of techniques, such as command presence, advisements,
warnings, and verbal persuasion. An officer is not expected to engage in deescalation measures that could jeopardize the safety of the community,
themselves or another officer.
The Department recognizes that de-escalation options should be guided by the
totality of the circumstances with the goal of attaining voluntary compliance.
Dealing with people in crisis can be difficult and challenging. Successful
resolution of an encounter is most effective when the subject provides the
officers with the opportunity to employ de-escalation techniques.
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V.

DUTY TO INTERVENE
Any Officer present and observing another officer using force that is clearly
beyond that which is objectively reasonable under the circumstances shall, when
in a position to do so, intervene to prevent the use of unreasonable force. An
officer who observes another employee use force that exceeds the degree of
force permitted by law should promptly report these observations to a supervisor.

VI.

USE OF DEADLY FORCE
It is the policy of the La Mesa Police Department that officers shall use deadly
force when it reasonably appears necessary:

VII.

1.

To protect themselves from death or serious bodily injury.

2.

To protect another officer or any other person from death or serious
bodily injury.

3.

To prevent the escape of a fleeing subject if there is probable cause
to believe: 1) the subject has committed a felony involving the
infliction or threatened infliction of serious physical injury or death,
and 2) the subject's escape would pose an imminent danger of death
or serious physical injury to the officers or other persons. 3) If
feasible, and if to do so would not increase the danger to the officer or
others, a verbal warning to submit to the authority of the officer shall
be given prior to the use of deadly force.

REPORTING OF THE USE OF FORCE
Any actual use of physical force by a member of this department to overcome
resistance, that is likely to cause or does cause injury, shall be documented by
that member in an appropriate report depending on the nature of the incident.
(e.g. arrest report, crime report, incident report, report supplement). The
documentation shall include the circumstances (subject's aggressive/resistive
actions) that led to the need for force, a detailed description of the force used,
and the outcome of the use of force (e.g. compliance, subject subdued, injury(s)
resulting from the use of force to both officer(s) and subject). The reporting
officer(s) should also list any force that was used that was deemed ineffective,
and what the officer did next. The reporting threshold is set where the officer
uses actual physical force, to include the pointing of a firearm at a person, to
overcome resistance and / or gain compliance. If compliance is achieved through
the threat of force other than a firearm, no documentation is required.
Supervisory notification shall be made as soon as practical following the
application of physical force which caused visible physical injury or a complaint of
pain.
The supervisor shall ensure that photographs are taken of the subject and any
injury to demonstrate the extent and limit of injury. Photographs should also be
taken of the officer(s) and any injury that they sustained during the encounter.
Medical assistance shall be obtained immediately for subjects who have
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sustained a life threatening injury. Medical assistance may be obtained for
subjects with other injuries upon evaluation by a supervisor.
After approving a report involving a use of force, the Supervisor should complete
the “Use of Force” routing form to be attached to the report for processing. The
Business Office personnel will provide a copy of the report to the listed Staff
member (Defensive Tactics Lead Instructor) on the routing form. The Defensive
Tactics Lead Instructor will review each use of force case, share the information
with the other Defensive Tactics instructors, and identify any training needs from
the reports.
VIII.

SUMMARY
The decision to use force rests with each officer. While there is no way to specify
the exact amount or type of force to be applied in any situation, each officer is
expected to use these guidelines to make such decisions in a professional,
impartial, reasonable, and safe manner.

LA MESA POLICE DEPARTMENT RULES AND REGULATONS
MANUAL OF RULES AND REGULATIONS
SECTION 4.0 RULES OF CONDUCT
Revised: September 2014
Walt Vasquez, Chief of Police
4.00

GENERAL RULES OF CONDUCT
The Police Officer's Oath: "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the
Constitution of the United States and the Constitution and laws of the State of
California; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to same and defend them
against all enemies whatsoever, and that I will faithfully and impartially perform
my duties of the office of Police Officer according to the best of my ability, (so
help me God)."
Responsibilities of Police Officers: The sworn duties of Police Officers, referred
to in the Oath, include all duties and responsibilities assigned under the
administrative authority of the Chief of Police, as defined in this manual. The
sworn duties also include all duties imposed upon peace officers by the
legislature. These duties are available in the laws of the state.
The manner in which Police Officers perform their duties is vitally important. It is
the Police Officer who represents the tangible authority of government to the
majority of citizens of the community. No amount of supervision can supplant the
necessity for the initiative, judgment, skill, and integrity of the individual officer.
All officers of the Department, regardless of their particular assignment, shall at
all times preserve the peace, protect life and property, apprehend criminals,
prevent crime, recover lost or stolen property, enforce the laws of the State of
California and of the United States, and such sections of the La Mesa Municipal
Code as are assigned by the City Manager for enforcement by the Police
Department.
Officers shall conduct themselves according to the Law Enforcement Code of
Ethics, and the Rules and Regulations constituting section 4.0 of this manual.
Employee Responsibilities: All employees are subject to the laws, ordinances,
rules and policies of the City of La Mesa regulating the work and conduct of
employees and are responsible for knowing these regulations.
All employees are responsible for performing their assigned duties unless
excused for reasons justified under the Rules and Regulations.
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All employees are responsible for maintaining the security of police information,
and for maintaining a standard of conduct which does not bring discredit to the
Department as a police organization.
Responsibilities of Command Officers: Command Officers bear the common
responsibilities as employees of the Department and as officers. They are also
responsible for:

4.01

a.

The success or failure of the particular area of command assigned to them,
with particular reference to the morale of subordinates.

b.

Being an example of excellence for all subordinates.

c.

Assisting with staff functions, as assigned.

d.

Taking immediate action when any employee is publicly jeopardizing the
honor or reputation of the Department, and reporting the employee’s
actions of to the employee’s immediate supervisor.

e.

The enforcement of discipline in routine matters within the area of
command assigned them.

PATRIOTIC COURTESY ON A MILITARY BASE
When the National Anthem is played, officers will stand at attention and face the
flag. If in uniform, a hand salute will be held until the final note of the Anthem.

4.02

TELEPHONE COURTESY
Employees shall answer the telephone promptly and courteously. Good
customer service dictates that the call taker begin the contact positively by saying
something similar to, "Good Morning (Good Afternoon, Good Evening), La Mesa
Police Department, this is (name), how may I help you?”
If several calls are incoming, the call taker may say, "La Mesa Police
Department, can you please hold?" When the call taker has an opportunity to
speak to the caller, the statement should be "This is (name), how may I help
you?" Business Office personnel should use their first names and sworn
personnel use their rank and last name when answering incoming calls. For
business office personnel, this does not include 911 calls. If there is a large
volume of incoming calls, the greeting may be abbreviated to "La Mesa Police
Department, please hold."
A 911 call taker should answer "9-1-1, what is your emergency?"
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Occasionally, a hostile caller will be encountered who will use profanity or make
derogatory remarks. The call taker should ask the citizen to refrain from using
profanity or making derogatory remarks. If the citizen continues their verbal
abuse, the call taker may put the caller on hold and forward the call to a
supervisor. If no supervisor is readily available, the call taker may tell the citizen
they will hang up if the citizen continues their verbal abuse. If the citizen
continues their abusive behavior, the call taker then may terminate the call. This
call should be brought to the call taker’s immediate supervisor and their absence,
the Watch Commander.
Every employee will assist a caller whenever possible.
4.03

SMOKING
The Department is committed to a "tobacco-free" work place. Sworn personnel
employees shall not smoke or use tobacco products while on duty.
Non sworn employees may smoke or use tobacco products when on lunch or
rest periods, but only outside in non-public areas designated by the Chief of
Police.

4.04

PROFESSIONAL BEARING AND BEHAVIOR
Officers shall maintain a professional bearing while on duty. They shall not place
their feet on desks, be inattentive to or ignore their duties. Officers shall not
sleep on duty without their supervisor’s permission. Such actions are a serious
dereliction of duty.
Officers shall not loiter in public places except for the purpose of transacting
business or to take regular meals as provided in this manual.

4.05

VIOLATION OF LAWS
No member of the Department shall violate the laws of the United States, State
of California or any country, county, city or special district.

4.06

USE OF INTOXICANTS OR DRUGS
The Department is committed to a drug-free work place. Use or being under the
influence of drugs and/or alcohol is detrimental in the work place.
No employee shall report for, or be on-duty, while under the influence of an
intoxicant or drug. Furthermore, reporting for duty with the odor of an alcoholic
beverage on their breath is prohibited.

SECTION 4.0 GENERAL RULES OF CONDUCT
Page 4 of 8

Employees shall not drink intoxicating liquor when on-duty except as required by
the nature of any special assignment or detail. Employees shall not take any
drug, prescribed or otherwise, in a manner that will adversely affect their ability to
perform their duties.
4.07

INTOXICATING LIQUOR IN THE STATION
No intoxicating liquor shall be consumed on the premises of the police station.

4.08

CONTRIBUTIONS AND SOLICITATIONS
Employees shall not circulate subscription papers, sell tickets, or collect money
from any person for any purpose without permission of the Chief of Police.
Fundraising activities in support of charitable or non-profit organizations or
events such as Girl Scout cookie sales, are generally approved.

4.09

SOLICITING REWARD
Members of this Department shall not solicit any reward for performance of their
duties nor seek nor ask for a gratuity of any kind, individually or collectively.

4.10

ACCEPTING REWARDS, LOANS OR GIFTS
Gifts, services, loans, or rewards from suspects and their families and friends are
prohibited.
Employees are generally prohibited from accepting rewards, loans, gifts, or
services. The premise of this prohibition is that such rewards, loans, gifts, or
services may be provided with the intent to receive improved service, special
consideration, or avoidance of enforcement, or would tend to create an
appearance of such. Exceptions may be made with the approval of the Chief of
Police, based on an assessment using the following criteria:
•
•

•
•
•

Provided by a non-profit organization rather than a business or individual.
Provided to a broad scope of recipients, such as the public at large, all
government employees, all City employees, public safety employees, law
enforcement employees etc., rather than only La Mesa Police Department
employees.
Given in recognition of an act or service, such as an “Officer of the Year”
event.
Provided by a business outside the City of La Mesa rather than one within
our jurisdiction.
Given in support of the La Mesa Police Department or a Department
program, rather than an individual member.
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4.11

SOLICITING FREE ADMISSIONS, ETC.
Employees will not seek or accept free admission to places of business, nor free
or reduced cost meals, for themselves or others, except as approved by the
Chief of Police.
Sworn members of the Department whether on-duty or off-duty, may use the San
Diego Trolley and Amtrak without paying a fare, as provided for by the policies of
the Metropolitan Transit District Board and Amtrak. Such members are to assist
transit enforcement officers and rail employees by reporting criminal activity and
assisting any officer attempting to apprehend resistive violators, and are to
present their Department identification if requested to show proof of fare.

4.12

USE OF FORCE
Officers shall use only the amount of force which reasonably appears necessary,
given the facts and circumstances perceived by the officer at the time of the
event, to effectively bring an incident under control. "Reasonableness" of the
force used must be judged from the perspective of a reasonable officer on the
scene at the time of the incident.
Any use of physical force by a member of this department, that is likely to cause
or does cause injury, shall be documented by that member in an appropriate
report depending on the nature of the incident.
Officers shall refrain from using unnecessary force or violence in making arrests,
and shall not strike a prisoner or any other person except when necessary in
self-defense or to overcome actual physical resistance in making an arrest.
However, they must be firm, resolute and energetic, exercising the necessary
means to perform their duty properly. When it is necessary to use force, a
narration of the circumstances shall be included in the arrest report on the case.

4.13

MARKING OFFICIAL NOTICES
Employees shall not mark, mar, alter, or deface any printed or written notices
relating to official business. All notices of a personal nature and of a derogatory
character relating to official transactions within the Department or regarding any
Division or person are prohibited.

4.14

TREATMENT OF PERSONS OR ANIMALS
No employees shall inflict unnecessary pain or cruelty on any animal.
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4.15

GENERAL RULES OF PROCEDURE
a.

Officers are responsible for all property which comes into their possession
in accordance with Department property policies, Municipal Code law, and
the laws of the State of California. When an officer seizes or takes
possession of property from a person, they shall process it in accordance
with Department Policy, or return it to the person it was taken from as soon
as is practical.

b.

All property surrendered by persons who wish to give up their property
rights shall become the property of the City of La Mesa. Officers shall
process this property in accordance with Department Policy.

c.

Officers shall conduct all searches of persons in accordance with State and
Federal law. Officers shall not search injured persons except when it is
necessary for weapons, evidence, contraband or identification. Deceased
persons will be searched in accordance with the San Diego County Medical
Examiner's policy.

d.

All prisoners shall be carefully searched for weapons, contraband and
evidence to protect the officer's life, fellow officers and innocent bystanders,
and to prevent prisoner escapes.

e.

Officers are responsible for the control and protection of all prisoners at the
scene of arrest and during transportation. All persons in custody shall be
handcuffed while being transported in police vehicles. At no time is the
prisoner to occupy the back seat of a police vehicle alone unless the
vehicle is equipped with a prisoner cage. All handcuffed suspects will have
their hands cuffed behind their backs. Exceptions may be made based
upon medical or physical needs. Maximum restraints may be used, per
Department policy, on violent/combative or self destructive prisoners or
detainees. The use of maximum restraints shall be documented in an
officer’s report.
A Department approved spitsock may be placed over a prisoner’s head to
prevent the prisoner from spitting on persons, property or equipment. A
spitsock can be used when there are instances of spitting, threatening
spitting, or a known history of spitting. The spitsock shall not be modified in
any way. Upon removal from a prisoner a spitsock shall be disposed of in
accordance with procedures used for bio-hazardous waste.

f.

Intoxicated persons may be transported to their homes in police vehicles, if
approved by a supervisor.

g.

All officers, supervisors and watch commanders will conform to Department
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policy and law in the custody, control, treatment and processing of all
arrested persons and prisoners in the field, during transportation and
detention in the station.
4.16

CODE OF ETHICS AND CONDUCT
No employee shall engage in any business, activity, or interest that would
interfere or adversely affect the proper performance of duties and result in the
following:

4.17

a.

Using the prestige or influence of the City office or employment for private
gain or advantage of themselves or another.

b.

Receiving or accepting money or other consideration from anyone other
than the City of La Mesa for the performance of acts done in the regular
course of employment or duty.

c.

Using official information not available to the general public for their private
gain or advantage or that of another.

PSYCHOLOGICAL COUNSELING
Working in the complex and stressful environment of police work can cause
unique problems in individuals. These can include stress related problems in
interpersonal relationships, a decline in job efficiency, increased sick leave
usage, an increase in citizen complaints, injury, and alcohol and or drug abuse.
The use of psychological counseling is an effective measure in preventing these
problems and can be effective in reducing and eliminating problems when they
occur. The use of psychological counseling will be considered in two general
applications.
a.

Employees involved in traumatic events of such magnitude that extreme
emotional and physiological reaction will likely occur, shall be directed by
the Chief of Police to be evaluated by a department designated
psychologist. These traumatic incidents shall include, but not be limited to,
all those involving the use of deadly force. These may also include those
events where employees are exposed to victims of violent crime, accident
or misfortune. Those to be directed to receive evaluation will be
determined by the Chief of Police upon evaluation of exposure and incident
details. When the accumulated stress of any assignment manifests itself in
articulable problem behaviors the employee demonstrating those behaviors
may be directed by the Division Commander to the department
psychologist for a fitness for duty evaluation. The counseling services
required in these instances is mandatory and the results are confidentially
reported to the Chief of Police or his designate.
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b.

4.18

Employees who are exhibiting mild stress related symptoms may be
encouraged to utilize the services of the Personnel Assistance Program.
The counseling services of this program are voluntary, are available to the
family of the employee, and the results are confidentially reported to the
employee.

SHOOTING POLICY
The use of firearms shall be considered as a use of deadly force and shall be
guided by the Department Policy on the Use of Force.
a.

Discharge of weapons:
A firearm should be drawn or displayed only under conditions or
circumstances that are recognizable by the officer as potentially requiring
the use of deadly force.

b.

c.

Warning or Attention Shots:
1.

Shots fired into the air or ground in an attempt to cause a fleeing
suspect to stop or surrender present a danger to the officer and
innocent persons, and are prohibited.

2.

In extremely rare and extraordinary situations where the safety of the
officer or another person is involved, the firing of a warning shot may
be permissible.

Moving Vehicles:
Firing at or from moving vehicles is generally prohibited. Only in extremely
rare and extraordinary situations is such action justified.

d.

Officers Surrendering Weapons:
Officers should use every tactical tool at their disposal to avoid
surrendering their weapons.

9-1-1:

911 emergency.

Speaker 2:
A woman was just shot in her face at the La Mesa Police station, so we need an
ambulance here –
9-1-1:

Shot in the face with a gun or shot in the face with tear gas pellets?

Speaker 2:

Shot in the face and bleeding. She's bleeding.

9-1-1:

I know, but I need to know if she was shot with a weapon or with tear gas.

Speaker 2:

She was shot with a weapon. Nobody's around her but people.

9-1-1:

Can you see if there's a bullet hole or entry or anything like that?

Speaker 2:

No, I can't. I'm –

9-1-1:

Where, is –

Speaker 2:

– ****.

9-1-1:

– is she, is she your friend? Are you with her?

Speaker 2:

****.

SpeakWrite
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Disconnected.

Line ringing, crowd noise.
Speaker 1:

They shot her? Or?

Other Speaker:
Speaker 1:
911:

Forehead and there's blood comin' out of the mouth.

We're callin' 911 right now.

911 Emergency.

Speaker 1:
I'm at the La Mesa Police Department. They shot a woman. There's blood
coming out of her head and her mouth.
911:

Who shot a woman?

Speaker 1:
911:

The police department.

Okay. Did she get hit with, with tear gas or with?

Speaker 1:
She's, no, no, she has a bullet. She has blood coming out of her face, out of her
mouth, out of ****
911:

Where –

Speaker 1:
911:

– wha, okay, where is she exactly?

Speaker 1:
911:

– the La Mesa Civic sign.

By the La Mesa Civic sign?

Speaker 1:
911:

She's at the La Mesa Police Department, right by –

What side –

Speaker 1:
911:

– she has an open wound in her head.

Yes, La Mesa Civic sign at the La Mesa Police Department.

Okay. Is, is she conscious?

Speaker 1:
At the last time I saw her, she was conscious, but there's blood coming out of her
mouth, nose –
911:

Okay.

Speaker 1:

– and there's a wound on her head.

911: Okay, but we can't send the paramedics into that situation. You're there. You know what
it's like. Somebody needs to get her to a place of safety.
Speaker 1:

Okay, where – hold on. Hold on.

Other Speaker:
Speaker 1:
911:

All right. Okay. All right, she's in the car on the way to the hospital.

She's in the car on the way to the hospital? Okay. Thank you.

Speaker 1:
911:

Take us, is she in the car?

Couple ****?

Speaker 1:
911:

Tell police. Where is he?

You guys get any reports of a gunshot victim?

Speaker 1:
911:

****

They're on their way.

Okay.

Speaker 1:

Sure. Thank you. Bye-bye.
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Transcript 9-1-1 Call:

Speaker 1:

Phone ringing, crowd noise, inaudible…

9-1-1:

“9-1-1 Emergency”

Speaker 1:
“Hey, I’m in the La Mesa Police Department. Somebody just got shot in the head
with a rubber bullet. She’s bleeding but she’s still alive. Y’all gotta come through!”
9-1-1:

“Somebody needs to take her to the hospital.”

Speaker 1:

“Y’all can’t go through?”

9-1-1:

“We’re not going to go through until it’s clear. So where are they at?”

Speaker 1:

Inaudible, crowd background noise…

9-1-1:

“Can you tell me where they’re at?”

9-1-1:

“Hello?”

Speaker 1:

Inaudible, crowd background noise…

9-1-1:

“Can you tell me where they’re at?”

9-1-1:

“Sir?”

Call Disconnects.

Speaker:

****

Next Speaker: ****
Next Speaker: **** personnel. You're about to be met with **** and you're gonna push all the
way to Spring Street. If they do not disburse, arrest them.
Next Speaker: I'm gonna be clear. We're gonna need another squad up here. There's a, appears
to be a fight, uh, with multiple people, uh, **** riot on the north side.
Next Speaker: There's a riot with several subjects on the north side.
Next Speaker: **** subject down over there.
Next Speaker: Subject is down.
Next Speaker: **** female is down from a **** deployment.
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Speaker:
**** we have a, we have a protester who is down from possible beanbag ****
the city of the, uh, **** city sign on the, uh, by the ****.
Next Speaker: Copy that. **** go ahead and move out.
Next Speaker: Yeah, well that female as they were carrying out. They loaded her up into a, uh,
four-door white sedan. It's now on eastbound on University.
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Speaker 1:

2030 back lot. Fire in the back lot.

Speaker 2:

Fire in the back lot.

Speaker 1:

Uh, in the **** Porter area.

Speaker 2:

Fire in the **** Porter area.

Speaker 1:

They're in the ****. We need to get it down there.

Next Speaker: Fire extinguisher. We need a fire extinguisher.
Next Speaker: **** address ****. Close this gap.
Next Speaker: For the life or the ****?
Next Speaker: Climb around behind the mat.
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Speaker:

It looks like, yeah, the crowd's carrying her out to university on the north side.

Next Speaker: Crowd is carrying the female out.
Next Speaker: Okay., Deputy's on the line. You're gonna continue pushing toward Spring
Street. **** with you.
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ORIGIN:
On 06/03/20, I was assigned to investigate a use of force incident that occurred during the protests on
05/30/20 against
. At the time of the incident, the identity of
and the officer
who used force against her was not known.
Detective Knudson was later determined to be the officer that had deployed the use of force against
. LMPD officer's use of force involvement in the protests has been documented under LMPD
20015339.
INVESTIGATION SUMMARY:
On 5/30/20, the La Mesa Police Department was the target of a planned protest scheduled for 1400
hours. The protest was in regards to an incident that had occurred with an LMPD Police Officer in the
City of La Mesa on 05/27/20, and the response to the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
It was later determined that Detective Knudson fired a bean bag round from a less lethal shotgun at
. The following is a detailed summary of the protest incident and Detective Knudson's
involvement.
It was reported there was to be a planned protest in San Diego on 05/30/20. Intelligence updated the
location was to be switched to the City of La Mesa. This was likely due to the recent incident involving
and LMPD Officer Dages that occurred on 5/27/20 at the Grossmont Trolley station.
Due to the change in location, LMPD officers were called in to assist in dealing with the protestors in a
Mobile Field Force capacity. A briefing was held at 1230 hours at LMPD. Detective Knudson attended
this briefing and was assigned to Mobile Field Force. LMPD had approximately officers assigned to
assist in Mobile Field Force.
A small number of Special Response Team (SRT) operators were also called in to assist in the protest if
needed. These units would primarily be assigned to the
for station security. Two San Diego
Sheriff's squads, consisting of approximately
Deputies, were also on standby to assist.
The primary command post was established in a conference room within LMPD. A secondary command
post was established at
.
At about 1400 hours, a group of protesters arrived at the front plaza of the La Mesa Police Department.
The group was approximately 200 protestors at this time. There was no overt action, or criminal activity,
from the protestors. Due to this, there was no response from the police and no law enforcement made
contact with the protestors. Detective Knudson remained inside of LMPD with the other waiting units.
After about thirty minutes, the protest group began moving on foot throughout the city. At about 1520
hours, the large group had moved to the intersection of El Cajon Boulevard and Baltimore Drive. The
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protestors began making their way onto eastbound Interstate-8. The protestors overwhelmed CHP
officers attempting to stop them from advancing onto the freeway. At about 1559 hours, the protestors
had shut down both sides of the freeway, and CHP reported that bottles were being thrown at their
officers.
At 1630 hours, approximately 200 protestors returned to LMPD. The crowd of protestors at this point
continued to grow in numbers. The protestors also began dispersing to multiple locations throughout La
Mesa. LMPD Dispatch began receiving calls of altercations occurring with the protestors at multiple
businesses throughout La Mesa.
At this point, the protestors at LMPD became increasingly agitated, and their actions began escalating
into criminal behavior. At 1647 hours, the protestors began throwing rocks, breaking the exterior windows
of the La Mesa Police Department. Protestors were also seen pulling down the US flag, draping it over
the memorial in front of LMPD, and lighting it on fire. At 1648 hours, protestors were observed using
spray paint to vandalize the exterior of the building.
At 1648 hours, LMPD command ordered all Mobile Field Force units to deploy to the front plaza of the La
Mesa Police Department. Detective Knudson responded to the front plaza along with the other La Mesa
Mobile Field Force units and Sheriff's Deputies. Detective Knudson was placed in a skirmish line
position, forming a line across the front plaza of LMPD. With Detective Knudson were Sgt. Purdy, Sgt.
Gay, Officer Sampugnaro, Det. Gremillion, Det. Butcher, Officer Gomez, and Officer Carlos Gaytan. No
force was used by Detective Knudson against any of the protestors while he is at this location.
When first deployed, Detective Knudson was not equipped with any long range less lethal equipment.
Detective Knudson was wearing his blue utility uniform with cloth patches, nameplate, and badge.
Detective Knudson was wearing his duty belt equipped with his handgun, handcuffs, expandable baton,
radio, Taser, and flashlight. For mobile field force, Detective Knudson was also equipped with a straight
stick baton, shin guards, forearm pads, gloves, chest protector, helmet with a visor, and gasmask.
Many members of the crowd were yelling angrily, but were initially complying with police commands,
such as "stay back" and "back up". At 1704 hours, the protestors began throwing water bottles at the
officers deployed on the front plaza. At 1708 hours, a Sheriff's Deputy was hit by a rock thrown from a
protestor. The crowd continued to grow and more Sheriff's Deputies arrived to assist. Detective Knudson
was hit in the leg with a thrown water bottle.
This activity from the protestors would continue at LMPD until approximately 2100 hours. The protestors
utilized the nearby rock landscaping of the city buildings to continuously throw them at officers
throughout the evening.
Unlawful assembly announcements were given continuously, beginning at 1709 hours. A bull horn was
utilized to give the announcements from the
balcony, above the front plaza of LMPD. Water
bottles were thrown at the officers making the announcements. Due to the difficulty of hearing the
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When first deployed to the
patio, Detective Knudson assisted other officers by spotting the
protestors who were throwing rocks. This helped other officers who were armed with pepper ball
launchers and less lethal shotguns effectively target the protestors throwing rocks. The rocks ranged in
size from small golf balls to large softballs.
Chemical agents were deployed intermittently into the parking lot by LMPD SRT and San Diego Sheriff
Deputies. This would visibly disperse the crowd for a short while, but they repeatedly came back and
began throwing rocks. Repeated announcements were being made from the law enforcement helicopters
declaring the gathering to be an unlawful assembly at 1845 hours, 1915 hours, 1920 hours, and 1930
hours.
At 1923 hours, Detective Knudson was given a pepper ball launcher to relieve another officer for a break.
Detective Knudson fired four rounds of pepper ball at a protestor who threw rocks. None of the pepper
ball rounds struck the protestor. Detective Knudson was relieved of the pepper ball launcher at 1930
hours.
At 1932 hours, Detective Knudson was given a less lethal shotgun by Detective Butcher. The less lethal
shotgun belonged to the San Diego Sheriff's Department. Detective Butcher had obtained this shotgun
from a Sheriff's Deputy at LMPD.
Detective Butcher had loaded this shotgun with West Coast Ammunition Less Lethal training rounds.
Detective Butcher had been unable to find any duty ammunition for the shotgun. Sergeant Gay had
advised Detective Butcher to load the less lethal shotgun with the training ammunition since no duty
ammunition could be located.
La Mesa resources were overrun, and requests were made for any additional resources throughout the
county. At 1957 hours, La Mesa City Hall was set on fire. Due to the danger from the crowd, Heartland
Fire personnel were unable to respond safely. Protestors burned down the flag at the nearby VFW
building at 8118 University Avenue.
A large convoy of law enforcement vehicles was preparing to arrive to assist at LMPD. The protestors
were still occupying the parking lot and nearby streets. To assist in the arrival of the Sheriff's convoy, a
large dispersal of chemical agents was planned to attempt to push back the protestors and allow for the
convoy to secure the parking lot.
At about 2000 hours, several flash bangs and gas canisters were deployed into the crowd. This helped to
disperse a lot of the crowd near the police department. Multiple Sheriff's vehicles drove into the parking
lot with their lights and sirens activated. Rocks were still being thrown sporadically from the edges of the
parking lot by the protestors.
Detective Knudson fired one bean bag round at a protestor attempting to throw back a chemical agent
canister. The bean bag round missed and the protestor fled the area. The San Diego Sheriff's vehicles
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arrived and parked in the lot near the plaza of LMPD. The Sheriff's Deputies began forming a skirmish
line and slowly began pushing out to the edges of the parking lot.
At 2014 hours, Detective Knudson observed a protestor (later identified as
) throw an
object towards Sheriff's Deputies. The protestor was in the north end of the parking lot, near the La Mesa
Civic Center sign. The protestor threw the object south, towards the Sheriff's Deputies. This area is near
the rock landscaping where numerous protestors had been throwing rocks over the past several hours.
At that time, the Sheriff's Deputies were still slowly pushing outward from the plaza to the north and east
in the parking lot of LMPD. The skirmish line was in the middle of the east parking lot, approximately
halfway between the plaza and the northern end of the lot near University Avenue.
After the protestor threw the object, Detective Knudson immediately pointed his less lethal shotgun at the
protestor and fired one round of bean bag ammunition. The protestor immediately fell to the ground. A
large crowd immediately gathered and aided the injured protestor into a vehicle that left the area.
Protestors could be heard yelling "you killed her" and "you shot her in the face".
Detective Knudson immediately stated "That guy", "That was the guy who's throwing things", and "That
guys who's down right now, he's the one who's throwing things". Detective Knudson also said "They say
that I shot him in the face" and "The guy was throwing stuff that I saw, they are saying that I hit him in the
face. That's what they are freaking out about, I know. I didn't see where I hit him".
Detective Knudson immediately notified his closest supervisor, Sgt. Gay, of the use of force he used.
This was then broadcasted via radio transmission. Detective Knudson was relieved of the less lethal
shotgun at 2016 hours. The less lethal shotgun used by Detective Knudson was later returned to Sheriff
Deputies on 5/31/20. Detective Knudson did not have any other instances of use of force during the
remainder of the protest.
After approximately two minutes, the crowd had gathered the injured protestor into a nearby vehicle on
University Avenue, near the Civic Center sign. LMPD Dispatch received several calls regarding the
incident, but none identified the injured protestor or gave any updates on the situation.
At the time of the less lethal deployment, the identity of the protestor was unknown. The event was
captured on BWC video, ABLE video, and Facebook Live video
. On the
patio
when the use of force occurred was Detective Knudson, Sgt. Purdy, Sgt. Gay, Officer Sampugnaro,
Detective Gremillion, Detective Butcher, Officer Carlos Gaytan, and Officer Snyder. All of the officers
would later write use of force reports.
It was later determined that Detective Knudson was approximately 96 feet away from
when
he fired the less lethal shotgun. It was also approximated that the Sherriff Deputies were approximately
77 feet away from
when she threw the object.
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The protest and riot continued until the early hours of 5/31/20. The riot spread to nearby business
throughout the city. Chase Bank and Union Bank located nearby on Spring Street were completely
destroyed by fire. The Randall Lamb building on Palm Avenue was also destroyed by fire. Heartland Fire
personnel could not safely respond to these locations due to the riot. The National Guard were also
requested but were unable to respond. Numerous businesses were looted and had their storefronts
vandalized. Multiple allied agencies responded to La Mesa to assist in suppressing the unrest.
Due to the initial confusion, the long duration of the incident, and the fact that
had been
quickly evacuated from the area, no immediate investigation was done by LMPD. In the early hours of
5/31/20, local citizens arrived by the hundreds and assisted in cleaning up the protests. Much of the
debris, broken glass, and rocks were cleaned up by the citizens.
The San Diego Sheriff's Department also performed a brief initial investigation into the incident. On the
morning of 5/31/20, the San Diego Sheriff's Department believed it possible that one of their units had
deployed the force against
. Field Evidence Technician
and Criminalist
came to LMPD to process the scene. Deputy McCarthy also wrote a report from him
witnessing the incident. Their reports are attached to this case.
On 05/31/20, Detective Knudson returned to work and learned from Officer Carlos Gaytan of social
media posts involving a protestor
. Detective Knudson saw an image of
with
what appears to be a bean bag projectile lodged in
forehead. Detective Knudson
immediately wrote a use of force report documenting his actions from 5/30/20.
At the time Detective Knudson wrote his report, his own BWC video was his only resource available for
viewing. Detective Knudson did not see any other officer BWC or any law enforcement helicopter video.
When Detective Knudson wrote his report, he also did not know the identity of the person he used force
against
.
LMPD also later received a suspicious injury report from Sharp Memorial Hospital detailing
had "impaled object in forehead". It was later learned that
had been initially taken to
Grossmont Hospital and then transferred to Sharp Memorial.
Once social media posts surfaced showing
injured by what appeared to be a bean bag
round, and Detective Knudson's documented use of force report, it became apparent that LMPD and
Detective Knudson was the likely cause of
injury.
LMPD Officers who were involved in the 5/30/20 protest incident documented their involvement in
supplemental reports under LMPD #20015399. A separate case number (LMPD #20015724) was
created for the use of force involving
.
On 5/31/20, I was able to download a copy of the Facebook Live video involving
. In the
video,
is filming herself while in the parking lot of LMPD.
can be seen drinking
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from what appears to be a canned beverage, and then throwing that object. A shot can then be heard
and
appears to fall to the ground. A copy of that video was uploaded to Evidence.com and is
attached to this report. A detailed review of the Facebook Live video will be completed on a separate
supplemental report.
In the early morning of 5/31/20, Detective Culp was assigned to take digital photographs of the damage
at LMPD and surrounding businesses. These photographs were taken prior to the cleanup that was done
by the citizens of La Mesa. Detective Culp uploaded those photographs to Evidence.com under LMPD
#20015399 and are attached to this report.
On 06/02/20, Detective Knudson was assigned to take digital photographs of the rocks and debris that
were from the protest incident. These photographs included the
patio and
areas of
LMPD. These photographs were taken after the cleanup that was done by the citizens of La Mesa.
Detective Knudson uploaded those to Evidence.com under LMPD #20015399 and are attached to this
report.
On 6/3/20, I was assigned to investigate the use of force against
and Detective
Knudson's involvement in the case. I had also been assigned to mobile field force during the protests on
5/30/20 with Detective Knudson. I also partially witnessed the event of Detective Knudson firing the less
lethal shotgun at the protestor on 5/30/20. My observations and involvement in the protest were
documented under my own use of force supplemental report.
On 6/3/20, I met with Deputy District Attorney's and District Attorney Investigators to discuss the protest
that occurred in La Mesa. The District Attorney's Office offered their assistance with the investigation. I
requests assistance in locating any outstanding video from nearby businesses that may have coverage
of LMPD and the protests. I also requested their assistance in reviewing the LMPD station camera video.
I provided the District Attorney's Office with copies of the LMPD station camera video to review and
document their findings. Their reports are attached to this case.
On 06/05/20, Police Services Manager
collected the relevant radio traffic and 911
calls related to the
incident. Police Services Manager
uploaded those files to
Evidence.com and they are attached to this report.
On 06/06/20, I took digital photographs of the
patio area where Detective Knudson had been
deployed. I collected four shotgun shell casings from the area. It is unknown exactly which casings
belong to Detective Knudson since other officers also fired less lethal shotgun munitions from this
location.
I also learned that LMPD
had collected two shot gun shell casings from the foot of the stairs
on the
patio. I also collected those two casings from the
. The casings were
impounded into evidence at LMPD.
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On 06/09/20, I took digital photographs of all of the equipment that Detective Knudson had been wearing
when the use of force incident occurred. This included his protective pads, gun belt, uniform, helmet, and
gas mask. I also took a screenshot from BWC video that shows Detective Knudson wearing this
equipment at the time of the use of force incident. These photographs were uploaded to Evidence.com
and are attached to this report.
On 06/10/20, Sgt. Huggins utilized the LMPD unmanned aerial system (UAV/Drone) to take aerial digital
photographs of the scene. These photographs were utilized to create diagrams for presentations
purposes and are attached to this report.
On 06/10/20, I reviewed the video captured by law enforcement helicopters ABLE and ASTREA. Both
helicopters assisted LMPD in surveillance during the protests. ABLE was airborne above LMPD during
the
incident and captured it on video.
On the video,
can be seen throwing an object towards the Sheriff's Deputies skirmish line.
The object falls short and no Deputies are hit by the object.
is seen falling to the ground as
the camera shifts out of view. A detailed review of the ABLE video will be completed on a separate
supplemental report.
On 6/10/20, Officer Scott Wulfing assisted me by compiling a detailed list of LMPD officers involved in
the protests. Officer Wulfing created a list using Excel that shows each officer that was working, their
location, and their less lethal equipment they were assigned during the time
was hit with the
bean bag round (2014 hours). That list of personnel is attached to this report.
On 06/17/20, Officer Wulfing assisted me by photographing a San Diego Sheriff's less lethal shotgun.
Officer Wulfing met with Deputies at the Lemon Grove substation and took digital photographs of a less
lethal shotgun. This photographed shotgun is identical in equipment and function to the less lethal
shotgun that Detective Knudson was equipped with on 05/31/20. The shotgun was equipped with a front
mounted light, sling, and side saddle for additional ammunition.
I also took photographs of a LMPD less lethal shotgun. This shotgun is functionally similar to a San
Diego Sheriff's less lethal shotgun. The LMPD less lethal shotgun does not have a front mounted light or
sling equipped. Both shotguns are Remington Model 870 shotguns used exclusively for less lethal
purposes. I also took photographs of the duty and training bean bag ammunition by West Coast
Ammunition. Those photographs were uploaded to Evidence.com and attached to this report.
On 06/17/20, Officer Wilson, and units from the Traffic Division, assisted me on documenting the scene. I
provided Officer Wilson with an image taken from the ABLE video that showed
and the
Sheriff's Deputies at the time of the use of force (2014 hours). Officer Wilson was able to use that image
to estimate the approximate locations of
and the Sheriff's Deputies. Officer Wilson utilized the
Sokkia Set1X Total Station to take measurements and then create several diagrams. Those diagrams
are attached to this report.
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After approximately 17:43 minutes on my BWC, the crowd began throwing water bottles at the police officers. This continued
intermittently until the crowd was later dispersed with chemical agents. I heard the crowd make numerous threats to the
officers such as "if you leave, you are getting your ass beat". Several times I cleared thrown water bottles from the ground to
keep them from causing a hazard to officers. I did not observe any frozen water bottles.
At about 31:20 minutes on my BWC, the crowd appeared to become increasingly agitated and an increased number of water
bottles were thrown at the officers. Rocks were also thrown by the protestors at this time towards the officers.
I observed on the balcony above me, a bullhorn was being used to announce the gathering was declared an unlawful
assembly. The bullhorn was then brought to our position and several more announcements were made declaring the
gathering an unlawful assembly. As the announcements were being made, I could hear the crowd booing and yelling, "Shut
the fuck up".
At 51:20 on my BWC video, we were ordered to put on our gas masks in preparation for chemical agent deployment.
Chemical agents were deployed at 1:12:14 on my BWC video. My gas mask was not sealed properly and I had to adjust my
mask to keep from getting exposed. Once I repaired my mask, I returned to the skirmish line to assist with the protestors.
I saw in reviewing my BWC video, the video stops at 1:17:53 for unknown reasons. The sling from the pepper ball launcher
was in the area of the camera and it's likely it interfered with the recording.
Rocks and water bottles were still being thrown from people in the parking lot. Utilizing other officers BWC and my own
recollection of the incident, it does not appear that I fired any pepper ball rounds while posted at the front of LMPD.
I heard over the radio LMPD Dispatch requesting assistance due to protestors and windows breaking outside of our
If breached, the protestors would have access into our
with
and
non-sworn personnel. Due to the aggressive nature of the protestors, I believed those employees to be in imminent danger if
that area was breached.
I travelled through the front doors of the police department, through
, and responded to patio area directly
outside of the
. Sgt. Purdy, Sgt. Gay, Det. Knudson, Det. Butcher, Officer Sampugnaro, Officer
Snyder, Officer Wilson were with me at that location. I observed hundreds of protestors still in the area of the parking lot.
The nearby landscaping in the parking lot of LMPD has rocks from ground covering. The protestors were repeatedly grabbing
rocks from these landscaped areas and throwing them at the buildings windows and towards officers. The rocks ranged in
size from small golf balls to large softballs. I believed if any of these rocks struck an officer it was likely to cause a serious
injury.
I could see the crowd was still visibly agitated and yelling angrily at officers. The crowd was gathered in the parking lot directly
along the east side of the building and spread out to University Avenue and Spring Street.
I requested the help of nearby officers to assist in calling out protestors who were throwing rocks. Due to the large number of
protestors, it was difficult to easily to determine where the rocks were coming from and who was throwing them.
I used the pepper ball launcher to deploy pepper balls at subjects I could see throwing rocks. I also deployed pepper ball at
subjects who were grabbing, or attempting to grab, fired chemical agent canisters. Many protestors were grabbing the fired
chemical agent canisters and throwing them back towards police.
I utilized a large masonry wall to use as partial cover while deploying the pepper ball launcher. Several different officers near
me also assisted by firing a less lethal shotgun with bean bag ammunition at protestors throwing rocks.
Gas was deployed intermittently into the parking lot. This would visibly disperse the crowd for a short while, but they
repeatedly came back and began throwing rocks. I could hear repeated announcements being made from the law
enforcement helicopters declaring the gathering to be an unlawful assembly.
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After about an hour and a half of using the pepper ball at this location, I requested Det. Knudson take my place briefly so I
could get water. Det. Knudson took my position until I relived him about seven minutes later. I was able to successfully
reactivate my BWC at this time. I continued to deploy pepper ball ammunition from the same location behind the masonry
wall. Due to the height of the masonry wall, most of the video is obstructed by the wall. The pepper ball launcher can still be
seen and heard as I deployed it.
From that location, I fired approximately
rounds of pepper ball ammunition. I estimate I hit approximately 20-30 individuals
with pepper ball rounds. The individuals all appeared to be hit in the torso, arms, and legs. I later used an instrument
commonly referred to as LiDAR to roughly measure the distances I had been firing. I estimated the distances to range
between 70 and 150 feet from my position.
At about, 2010 hours, I observed multiple flash bangs and gas canisters were deployed into the crowd. I saw multiple Sheriff's
vehicles drive into the parking lot with their lights and sirens activated. This helped to disperse a lot of the crowd from
immediately near the police department. Rocks were still being thrown sporadically from the edges of the parking lot,
approximately 135-150 feet away.
At about 2015 hours, I heard to my left, Det. Knudson calling out and attempting to identify a protestor possibly throwing
rocks. I moved to my left to attempt to see the subject and assist in deploying pepper ball ammunition if needed. This occurred
at about 46:45 on my second recorded BWC video.
I observed what I thought to be a light skinned Black or Hispanic male walking in the parking lot, near the rocks underneath
the La Mesa electronic marquis sign. I saw the subject appeared to be wearing a white T-shirt and blue jean shorts.
I observed Det. Knudson point his less lethal shotgun in the direction of that subject. I heard Det. Knudson fire one round of
less lethal ammunition from the shotgun. I did not observe the round in flight. I immediately saw the subject in the white T-shirt
fall to the ground. It appeared to me the subject had fallen face first. I heard Det. Knudson say, "That guy, that's the guy who's
throwing things".
I immediately notified Sgt. Gay of the less lethal deployment and that there was a person down near the La Mesa sign. There
appeared to be some confusion with Sgt. Gay, and I repeated the request multiple times, telling him to use the radio to make
notifications of the incident.
I could see a large crowd gather around that individual, and I also heard loud screams. The screams were "you killed her" and
"you shot her in the face". At the time, I believed the subject to be a Black or Hispanic male. I later heard Det. Knudson tell me
he thought it was a White Male.
After a few minutes, I saw the crowd disperse. The subject was no longer lying on the ground. At the time, I believed the
subject had got up on their own or was carried out by the crowd.
This report is for use of force documentation purposes.
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I am a peace officer employed by the La Mesa Police Department (LMPD) and have been so employed for approximately 12
years. I am currently assigned to the Investigations Division, primarily investigating cases of Child Abuse, Missing Persons,
and supervision of sex registrants. As a peace officer, I have been a field supervisor, training officer, and worked as a patrol
officer. I have attended mandated P.O.S.T. training through the San Diego Regional Public Safety Training Institute,
successfully completing a regional academy in April of 2009. I attended the ICI Core Investigators course in January of 2017.
INVESTIGATION:
After receiving briefing, I received my specific assignment of La Mesa Police Department station security. The police
personnel involved in my platoon were identified as Sergeant Purdy (#1217), Sergeant Gay (#1167), Detective Gremillion
(#1212), Detective Knudson (#1221), Officer C. Gaytan (#1244), and Officer Sampugnaro (#1264). Officer Gomez (#1259)
also assisted our team at the initial stages of the incident. At approximately 1445 hours, there was an estimated 1,000
protestors in the parking lot and the east city parking lot next to the La Mesa Police Station.
At approximately 1639 hours, Sergeant Gay, Detective Gremillion, and I deployed to the prisoner area of the La Mesa Police
Department Station on the north side of the police department. I activated my body worn camera upon exiting the interior of
the La Mesa Police Department. At that time, a crowd of protestors had already walked throughout the city and adjacent
freeways and made their way back to the La Mesa Police Department. I was equipped with Mobile Field Force gear on my
person, which consisted of chest/back padding, forearm padding, helmet with a face shield, shin guards, and a wooden
straight stick.
At approximately 1647 hours (8:30 - Butcher 1227 LMPD Riot 1) it was advised that protestors had set fire to a flag in the front
of the La Mesa Police Station. I then observed multiple protestors running northbound through the parking lot of the police
department. Approximately 45 seconds later (9:15 - Butcher 1227 LMPD Riot 1), I observed a white male subject spray
painting the wall on the east driveway entrance of the La Mesa Police Department. The suspect was described wearing a
sleeveless black t-shirt and a red skateboard.
Along with Sergeant Gay and Detective Gremillion, I responded back to the interior of the La Mesa Police Department for
further instruction. Sergeant Purdy advised that our team would be deploying to the front of the LMPD Plaza (Entrance to the
La Mesa Police Department). Our team, with the assistance of additional San Diego Sheriff's Deputies, deployed from the
south entrance of the police department and into the LMPD Plaza. Upon exiting into the plaza, I began giving verbal
commands to "Get off PD property". (12:30 - Butcher 1227 LMPD Riot 1).
The first item that was thrown by protestors was from the back of the crowd at approximately 1711 hours (32:25 - Butcher
1227 LMPD Riot 1). Based on my independent recollection, protestor statements, and a review of my body worn camera, it
appeared that the first item thrown at police officers and deputies was a water bottle. A second water bottle was thrown in my
direction at approximately 1722 hours (43:20 - Butcher 1227 LMPD Riot 1). Shortly after, multiple water bottles and rocks
began incoming at my direction and the direction of additional officers. Based on my independent recollection, I estimated the
rocks were about the size of softballs.
At approximately 1728 hours (49:15 - Butcher 1227 LMPD Riot 1), I began to hear amplified dispersal orders given toward the
plaza of the La Mesa Police Department. The message included information that the protest was now declared an unlawful
assembly, and failure to comply would result in criminal violations. After still seeing bottles and rocks being thrown at law
enforcement, and recognizing that the protestors directly in front of me were not obeying the amplified orders, I informed them
that I was going to shout if there was a rock or bottle coming in their direction and to duck. (54:30 - Butcher 1227 LMPD Riot
1) I also told the protestors that I was looking around their signs because it was blocking my view and I couldn't see any
object being thrown until it was already here.
Additional projectiles to include water bottles and rocks came volleying toward officers at approximately 1738 hours (59:15 Butcher 1227 LMPD Riot 1)
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Approximately 15 minutes later, (2:40:25 Butcher 1227 LMPD Riot 1) a rock was thrown in my direction and LMPD Officers
identified as a male in a grey sweatshirt, blue jeans, and had just ran across University Avenue. I did not have a clear shot on
the male suspect to deploy a less lethal beanbag round. A minute after that, (2:41:40 Butcher 1227 LMPD Riot 1) I took a
rock from the north direction. Another officer identified the same male as previously mentioned.
Minutes later, I was directed by other LMPD Officers to multiple suspects who were grabbing and throwing rocks. (2:47:50
Butcher 1227 LMPD Riot 1) The suspects were gathering rocks by a white Prius in parking lot. Due to the distance of the shot
and amount of people near the area of the suspects who were not showing further violence, I did not deploy a less lethal
beanbag.
At approximately 1929 hours, LMPD Officers identified a male suspect wearing a black and yellow t-shirt holding two large
rocks, both of which were larger than softballs (02:50:20 Butcher 1227 LMPD Riot 1). I observed the subject, pointed the less
lethal shotgun at him, and ordered him to put the rocks down. Multiple protestors got in the way of my position and the
suspect holding rocks, so I was unable to safely deploy any less lethal munitions on him. When there was a clear area of
target, my helmet, gas mask, and shoulder padding prevented me from accurately taking aim of the suspect.
At approximately 2001 hours, multiple gas rounds were deployed in the parking lot and additional units responded to assist
with further dispersal. I remained on the south side of the patio, providing less lethal force protection on the south side of the
east parking lot.
At approximately 2015 hours (3:36:45 - Butcher 1227 LMPD Riot 1) subjects in the parking lot were screaming that there was
a female subject shot in the parking lot. I left my position and Sgt. Purdy advised me to move toward Sgt. Gay. While
assessing the screaming subjects in the parking lot, I was unaware if radio transmissions regarding the female had been
broadcasted, so I broadcasted that a female was reportedly down from a beanbag deployment. During that time, I heard via
radio that a white vehicle had pulled up on University Avenue and removed the female from the parking lot.
At approximately 2020 hours, Sergeant Gay advised me to deploy to the sally port area of the police department to assist with
security, along with Sergeant Purdy and Officer Snyder (La Mesa SRT). Upon arrival at the sally port, Sergeant J. Gaytan
(#1242) advised that they did not have and less lethal munitions and needed more. I covered the area of broken windows
where subjects had vandalized the storage area for police vehicles.
At approximately 2035 hours, I observed a male suspect grab and hold a large baseball sized rock on the corner of University
Avenue and Baltimore Drive. I pointed the less lethal shotgun at the suspect and ordered him to drop the rock. Based on my
recollection alone, I cannot remember his description. The suspect fled without throwing the rock, to my knowledge.
After repositioning back in the front lot of the police department on the skirmish line, I heard that Sergeant Gaytan and
Sergeant Perry (#1195) had taken a Molotov cocktail through the window area of the sally port where police vehicles are
stored. I went back up to the area to provide support for them before being ordered back to the front lot. I remained in the
front lot until approximately 0645 hours.
RECOMMENDATION:
This report is for documentation purposes only. Other than a threat to deploy less lethal munitions, I did not deploy any
rounds.
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Deputies deployed gas, and the man in the wheelchair still refused to move. Two Escondido Police Officers, who were on that
side of the skirmish line, unlocked the wheels on the wheelchair and pushed the man out of the gas and onto the sidewalk.
There was no force used against the male in the wheelchair, other than the CS gas deployed in the area. This was the same
man I had seen earlier in the protest, who was wheeled into the front of the Police Department by an unknown white male. He
was originally in the rear of the protest but moved to the front after the dispersal order was given.
While on the skirmish line, an unknown female yelled to the officers that we shot a female in the face. Once the lot was
cleared out, Sergeant Purdy and I walked near the area where the subject went down and saw some blood on the ground. We
did not find any debris from the beanbag round.
Later in the evening, when I got into the police station, I advise Lieutenant Stoney of the incident. I explained Detective
Knudson said he deployed a beanbag at a protester who was throwing items, and the crowd said the protester had been shot
in the head.
This report is for use of force documentation purposes.
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While we were standing on the line, water bottles were being thrown at our direction, hitting the building and other officers. A
civil unrest advisement was given to the crowd muliple times via bull horn that it was now declared an unlawful assembly and
they were ordered to disperse. The crowd continued to become aggressive, and refused to follow the order.
We stood on the line until additional SDSO deputies arrived at our location. We were directed to put on our gas mask, as the
crowd continued to throw water bottles and push forward towards us. Once we all had our gas masks on and shortly after,
SDSO deployed chemical agents, including flash bangs, and CS gas canisters. The crowd began to dispersed from the front
patio area of the police station to the east and south side parking lots. After the gas was deployed, rocks, water bottles and
other objects were thrown towards all of us standing in the front patio area.
A SDSO deputy was hit in the head with a full water bottle and had to be pulled back from the front line in order to be
rendered aid. I was also hit with a water bottle as it bounced off my leg and exploded. Officers and deputies began to deploy
bean bags and pepperballs towards the subjects that were throwing the objects at us. I heard glass breaking from windows
near by. Our LMPD dispatcher,
, stated that rocks had been thrown through the windows to
and they
needed units to respond
immediately.
voice sounded distressed on the radio and we rushed to assist inside.
Sgt. Purdy, Sgt. Gay, Det. Gremillion, Det. Butcher, Officer Sampugnaro, Officer Snyder (ID #1252), Officer Wilson (ID#1225)
and I took a position outside on the balcony next to our
. I could clearly see what appeared to be hundreds of
protesters in the east parking lot of the Department. They were continuing to yell obsenities, throwing water bottles and large
rocks towards our location. Some of the rocks were the size of baseballs or softballs in diameter, and we were having to
dodge them in order to not be hit. There were broken windows next to our location from where the rocks had hit and
shattered. The crowd started at about 20 to 25 feet away from where we were positioned, and continued all the way back to
Spring Street.
We were given the direction from Sergeant Gay to fire our less lethal weapons, pepperball and beanbag shotgun, at
protesters who were throwing large rocks, water bottles, along with the gas canisters that were thrown out by the San Diego
Sheriff Deputies to disperse the crowd. The purpose of deploying those less leathal force options was to stop the subjects
from continuing to throw rocks and to prevent injury to Law Enforcement and other protesters. Officer WIlson had a bean bag
shotgun, Det. Gremillion had a pepperball gun, Officer Snyder also had a pepperball gun and Det. Butcher obtained a
beanbag shotgun provided by SDSO Deputy. I did not have a pepperball or beanbag shotgun with me, so I would try to
observe the subjects throwing the objects and call it out to the officers with the less lethal weapons.
The crowd continued to throw multiple, large rocks direclty at our direction, some of which flew by our heads and broke into
multiple pieces when they hit the walls or trees. While this was contining, Officer Snyder and Officer Wilson were directed to a
different location and Officer Gaytan (ID #1244) arrived on the balcony with us. Each time a gas canisters was deployed, the
subjects in the crowd would move back but then move forward towards the station to throw more rock at us and the San
Diego Sheriff Deputies. Throughout this time multiple warnings and civil unrest announcements were being made by SDSO
over the loud speaker for the crowds to disperse and that if they refused they would be arrested.
Det. Gremillion had to pull back briefly and I took over his pepperball gun. I observed a Black male wearing a shirt with a
yellow Nike emblem on his sleeve, holding rocks in his hands that were the size of baseballs. We yelled for the subject to
drop the rocks, but he did not, so I deployed about four rounds of pepperball towards his direction to stop him. None of those
pepperballs hit him. Det. Gremillion came back out and I gave him the pepperball gun and pointed the subject out again in
case he returned to throw more rocks.
A short time later, I was handed the beanbag shotgun that SDSO deputies had provided to Det. Butcher earlier. The shotgun
had already been loaded. I kept the beanbag shotgun at a low ready with the barrel pointed down as I was standing at the
retaining wall.
Sgt Huggins (ID #1181) advised over the radio that they were taking rocks that were the size of golf balls being thrown at
them on the second floor of the station, above the sally port ramp. I observed some smoke coming from City Hall and we were
advised over the radio that the building was on fire. SDSO deputies continued to repeat the civil unrest announcement over a
loud speaker to the crowd but they continued to refuse to disperse.
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SDSO deployed some CS gas canisters and I observed a White male adult trying to grab one off the ground and I deployed
the beanbag towards him to keep him from throwing it back at the deputies, as they had been doing earlier. The beanbag did
not hit the subject and he fled the area. After I deployed the one beanbag round, I racked the shotgun to bring the next casing
forward.
At about, 2010 hours, our Special Response Team (SRT) and SDSO deputies deployed multiple flash bangs and CS gas
canisters into the crowd to get them to completely disperse from the parking lot as the goal was to gain control of the parking
lot area and to allow the Fire department to enter the City Hall area to put out any fires that were going on. Multiple SDSO
vehicles drove into the parking lot with their code 3 lights and sirens activated. Most of the crowd left the immediate area of
the parking lot where they had been standing most of the time.
The SDSO deputies exited their vehicles and began to form lines as they started to make formations in the parking lot. Some
people from the crowd started to walk back into the main parking area. As this was occurring, I put six additional rounds of
beanbag on the outside holder of the stock of the beanbag shotgun. I stood by in the far corner of the balcony where the
railing and the retaining wall met.
Det. Gremillion had used his pepperball gun on a few subjects that were throwing rocks in the parking lot (See Det.
Gremillion's supplemental report for further details).
Shortly after, I saw a small bush on the east edge of the parking lot catch fire after SDSO deputies threw more CS gas
canisters. It was unknown whether someone from the crowd of protesters started it, or if it was actually from one of the
canisters thrown.
The SDSO deputies started to move northbound in the parking while they were in formation. I observed what appeared to be
a light skinned male adult with a white shirt and short hair, pick up an object off the ground and throw it in the direction of the
deputies walking in formation. The subject was about 30 yards from the SDSO deputies. The subject was about 60 yards
from where I was standing and near the electronic sign in our parking lot. In order to stop the immediate threat, and to protect
the deputies from injury, I aimed for center mass on the protester and deployed one beanbag round. The beanbag round
appeared to strike the protester as I saw them fall backwards immediately. I did not see where the round hit them. I advised
Det. Gremillion that I hit the person with a beanbag, who I saw throwing rocks.
I heard loud screams and someone yell something about the person getting hit in the face. I saw a large crowd rush over to
where the subject was and they picked the subject up and left the area. I did not see where they took the person. I advised
Sgt. Gay that I hit someone with the beanbag round, and that the crowd was saying the person got hit in the face. I explained
to Sgt. Gay that I did not aim for the subject's face and that I saw them throwing objects towards the deputies and that is why I
tried to stop them before anyone got hurt.
I handed the beanbag shotgun to Officer Sampugnaro. I continued to spot for Officer Sampugnaro and Officer Gremillion and
point out any other subjects throwing rocks or other objects. We moved from the patio outside of
to the perimeter of
the parking lot, near the entrance. While we were standing on the line and keeping the crowd from coming back into the
parking lot, an unknown female yelled to the officers standing on the line that we shot some female in the face. This was the
first time I had heard that the person was a female. The subject appeared to be a male from where I was standing.
Later in the early morning, Sgt. Gay and Sgt. Purdy were walking near the area where the subject went down and saw some
blood that was on the ground. They did not find any debris from the beanbag round.
On 05/31/20, at about 1700 hours, I arrived at work to assist with patrol in case more protesting began. While in briefing,
Officer Gaytan had showed me a post that someone had put up on social media in regards to a female being hit with a
beanbag. The photo was of a female with an object embedded into her forehead and lying on the ground with blood around
her. The female was light skinned and was wearing a white shirt with what looked like black sleeves. She had black and
purple dreadlocks. Based on the photo, the white shirt and rocks near the top of her head, it appeared that this was the same
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subject that I may have impacted with the beanbag. The hair would have blended in the background of what was behind the
subject at the time, as she was near the electronic sign in the parking lot which had dirt, bushes and rocks around it.
The beanbag shotgun that I used had been returned to the SDSO deputy by Det. Butcher in the morning of 05/31/20.
At the time of this report the identity of the protester is unknown.
This report is for use of force documentation purposes.
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squad to move down into the parking lot and get back on the line with the deputies. We stayed in that position for the
remainder of the protest.
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screaming and observed that the object was "lodged in there." I asked if she knelt down to help
did not kneel down to help but a tall male approached and assisted
.
I asked
if she had any photographs or video on her cell phone.
because the cell phone battery "died."
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of being a "cop", and he is seen riding away on his motorcycle.

EVIDENCE:
The video was uploaded to Evidence.com and is attached to this report.
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At about 2014 hours, Detective Knudson witnessed what he saw as a White male adult, wearing a white shirt, with an object
in his right hand, lunge forward and throw the object towards the Sheriff's Deputies who were walking north in the parking lot.
Detective Knudson stated the protestor was about 60 yards away from his position, near the electric sign and rock
landscaping. Detective Knudson stated this area is where protestors had been previously throwing rocks and water bottles.
Detective Knudson estimated the crowd had been throwing rocks from this location for about 3 hours.
Detective believed the protestor was throwing a rock towards the Sheriff's Deputies. Detective Knudson estimated the Sheriff's
Deputies were about 30 yards away from him.
Detective Knudson aimed his less lethal shotgun "Around center mass including the lower torso and abdomen area of the
suspect". Detective Knudson then fired one round of bean bag ammunition from the less lethal shotgun at the protestor.
Detective Knudson saw the protestor fall to the ground.
Detective Knudson believed that any other available tools would have been ineffective against the protestor. Detective
Knudson believed if he did not fire the less lethal shotgun, the protestor would have continued throwing rocks and could harm
the Sheriff's Deputies.
Detective Knudson saw a large crowd gather around the fallen protestor. Detective Knudson heard from other protestors that
someone had been hit in the face. Detective Knudson stated his "heart dropped" when he heard that someone may have
been hit in the face. Detective Knudson stated that was not his intended target. His objective had been to "stop the threat" and
he was aiming for the "lower torso area".
Detective Knudson believed that the less lethal shotgun was the best tool to use due to the distance of the protestor being
about 60 yards away.
Detective Knudson later learned on 5/31/20 from Officer Carlos Gaytan showed him a picture of a protestor had been hit in
the face with a bean bag round. Detective Knudson saw a picture of a black female with what looked like a bean bag round
imbedded in her forehead. Detective Knudson saw the surrounding area looked similar to where he had seen the protestor he
fired at. Detective Knudson immediately wrote a report regarding his use of force from the previous night.
Detective Knudson did not know the identity of the person he fired the less lethal shotgun at, and he had never had any contact
with
previously.

Reporting Officer

Division / Organization

Reviewed By

Report Date

Detective Assigned

Reviewed Date

LM1212 - Gremillion, Ryan
7/28/2020 3:44:30 PM
NetRMS_CASDOR.rtf v11-15-06

REC / SERV - Services
LM1212 - Gremillion, Ryan
Printed By LM8163

LM1202 - Herrin, Daniel
7/28/2020 3:55:23 PM
Printed: December 15, 2020 - 3:12 PM

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Turn on the recording now. Okay. It is June 17th at about 9:51 in
the morning. This is Detective Ryan Gremillion with La Mesa Police. We'll just go around the
room and introduce ourselves.
Other Speaker:
Department.

Lt. Greg Runge, R-U-N-G-E, services lieutenant, La Mesa Police

Detective Eric Knudson:
Other Speaker:

Detective Eric Knudson, K-N-U-D-S-O-N.

Edward Southcott, FORAC attorney, S-O-U-T-H-C-O-T-T.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Great. So I'm gonna ask you some questions regarding the use of
force incident that occurred on May 30th, 2020 during a protest incident at La Mesa Police
Department. I know you've already completed a report regarding your involvement in that
incident and you've already had a chance to review that report. I'll be asking you some clarifying
questions, uh, regarding that incident. I'll be assuming that all the answers that you'll give will
be to the best of your recollection. I understand that you were called into work to assist in the
planned protest of La Mesa Police Department. I know that you also attended a briefing at the
start of your shift. Can you describe to me your initial assignment that you were given on May
30th, 2020?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Um, I was assigned to be part of the mobile field force for the, for
the riot, or for the protest at that point.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. Uh, what initial equipment and protective gear were you
equipped with?
Detective Eric Knudson:
I had my, uh, we had our TDU uniforms with our name patches on
it. I had a vest underneath that and I had my duty belt, which included my, um, firearm, duty
firearm, um, OC spray, uh, uh, an ASP baton and, uh, TASER and, uh, and then we had our st,
my straight stick, wooden straight stick and then had mobile field force gear which included
shoulder pads, chest protector and, uh, leg protection as far as, like, uh, knees and, and ankles
and a gas mask and a helmet.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. Did that helmet have a face shield?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes it did.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: 'Kay. Can you describe the location and position that you were
first deployed to?
Detective Eric Knudson:
The first location we were deployed to was in the front plaza in
front of the department, police department.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: And as you were first deployed, can you describe the demeanor of
the crowd at that time?

Detective Eric Knudson:
Um, there was a large amount of them and a lot of them were, uh,
angry, yelling obscenities, uh, and cussing us out and, uh, just upset.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: What do you remember thinking as you were first deployed?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Um, there was a lot more of protestors than there were of, uh,
officers and, and deputy. Um, I remember thinking about how vulnerable, uh, it felt with the
recent, I think it was either the night before that there was a shooting at one of the protests were
two, uh, officers were hit and one, um, died.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay.
Detective Eric Knudson:
And, uh, just thinking there was way too many hands to try to keep
track of what everybody had in their hands at, at any given moment in time. So felt pretty
vulnerable to be honest.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. At some point did the crowds' action or demeanor change
and if they did how, how did that happen?
Detective Eric Knudson:
As we were standing there, I mean, there was a few times where I ,
uh, would see water bottles flying over the crowds and that would hit the buildings, um, behind
us –
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Mm hmm.
Detective Eric Knudson:
– and so it felt like at a certain point it was getting a little bit
rowdier. There was a few people that were kinda trying to incite, um, or agitate, um, anybody to
do things. I saw guys with clenched fists, um, blowing, like, smoke in front of our faces, oh,
they were 2 feet away staring at you, just eye contact and, and kinda feel the, the anger through
their, just the, the looks on the face.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. Did you observe any items that were being thrown by the
protestors?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Um, at that point in the beginning part it was mostly I, I remember
seeing water bottles being thrown.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: While you were in this same area did you see any rocks?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Yes. That would've been after the dispersement announcement
was made and the gas was deployed. That was when it felt like just an absolute onslaught of, uh,
projectiles including rocks, softball, baseball size and golf ball size just coming right at all of us
on the, in that front plaza area.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. While you were still in this location, were you hit by any of
the objects that were thrown by the protestors?
Detective Eric Knudson:
once it hit my knee.

Yes. I was hit in my left knee by a, uh, water bottle that exploded

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Were you injured by that?
Detective Eric Knudson:

No.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. Did you observe anyone else, uh, being hit by the objects
thrown by the protestors?
Detective Eric Knudson:
I believe there was another deputy that was hit. I'm not sure what
she was hit with, but I do know that she seemed to have gone down and then, uh, there was a
crowd of people, I pulled her back and, uh, then I thought I remembered the person who threw
that whatever being apprehended by a group of deputies.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. Uh, what were you thinking when you saw that?
Detective Eric Knudson:
That this crowd was wanting to do harm to, to the deputies and the
officers that were standing there.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. Did you hear an unlawful assembly order given by law
enforcement agency while you were on the front plaza?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Yes. That was done through probably what was a blow horn so it,
it wasn't as clear as the ones that we've heard later on –
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay.
Detective Eric Knudson:

– that evening.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. How many times did you think you heard the unlawful
assembly order?
Detective Eric Knudson:

In the whole night or just at that –

Detective Ryan Gremillion: At that point in time.
Detective Eric Knudson:
times that I heard.

At that point, um, uh, audibly I'd probably say about three or four

Detective Ryan Gremillion: And still while in this location, did you use any force on your
protestors?

Detective Eric Knudson:

No I did not.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. What did you hear, um, if you did, on the radio that maybe
caused you to change locations?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Um, we heard Elizabeth, our dispatcher, go up on the air and, and
say that they've broken the windows to dispatch and requesting for officers to get to inside
dispatch immediately.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: And what were you thinking as you – oh, oh, let me first ask, did
you respond to that location?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: And then what were you thinking as you responded?
Detective Eric Knudson:
That somebody was trying to get into the police station, um,
through the dispatch window.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Can you describe, uh, the second location that you went to and
your position that you were in?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Once we got, uh, once that happened we ran inside through the
business office into dispatch and we saw there was nobody inside and then we went through the
break room area out to the patio area just outside of dispatch window. Um, dimension wise I'd
probably say it was, like, maybe 20 foot patio and 20 by maybe 7 feet, something like that –
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Sure.
Detective Eric Knudson:
– and there's a retaining wall in front of us that was probably about
maybe 5 feet or, or less, but about, probably about 5 feet 'cause I think it probably came to about
my shoulders.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Sure. Would it be accurate to call this area for those here, uh, the
dispatch patio? Would that be accurate?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. When you first arrived, did you have the same police
equipment on you that you described as before?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. And at this point were you wearing your, your helmet with
your visor and your gas mask?

Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes. I had my gas mask on and my helmet on as well.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: At this location, can you describe the demeanor of the crowd?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Um, they were still very upset, uh, just on the other side of the wall
it's probably, like, a crowd of people about 20 to 25 feet in front of us. Um, we were at that point
taking a lot of rocks being thrown at our direction or hitting off the building and breaking in
pieces, um, whizzing by our heads, um, and uh, yeah, so it was just a constant barrage of, uh,
rocks flying in our direction, in the direction of the deputies in the front as well.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. From this area did you hear an unlawful assembly order and
if you did, how many and how loud?
Detective Eric Knudson:
From this location, uh, I probably heard about, um, it was
continuous. It was, uh, as if it was playing on a loop and it was very clear and calm so it
sounded like it was, like, a recording of sorts.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay.
Detective Eric Knudson:
Uh, it was definitely different than the, what we had heard on what
sounded like a blow horn before. This sounded like something with a lot better, um, audio
transmission at that point to where I could hear, it sounded like it was coming from the front of
the station and I could clearly hear what he was saying, um, from my location.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. And we covered a little bit, but did you see any objects
being thrown by the protestors and if so, what were they?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Yes. I saw rocks, mostly rocks at this point opposed to the bottles
that we had taken on in the beginning –
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Mm hmm.
Detective Eric Knudson:

– um, –

Detective Ryan Gremillion: 'Kay.
Detective Eric Knudson:
– and, yeah, large amount of, of them being thrown. Sometimes
two at a time by, by one person.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. Can you estimate how often they were being thrown at your
direction or at other officers at this point?
Detective Eric Knudson:
It was pretty continuous. Uh, it seemed like every time after, uh,
gas was deployed to push the crowd back that we would get the larger amount of those, uh,
objects being thrown at us, rocks being thrown at our direction.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: And what were you thinking as you saw these, the rocks being
thrown by the protestors?
Detective Eric Knudson:
That if any one of us were hit by them that would've caused, uh,
great damage to any one of us.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Mm hmm. Were you able to see where some of these protestors
may have been grabbing the rocks from?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Yeah, it appeared that some of 'em were grabbing them from
around the electrical sign that was on the University side, I guess the n, northern most side of the
parking lot.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay.
Detective Eric Knudson:
There was large amounts of rocks, um, on the ground there for
landscaping and then, um, over on the east side of the parking lot right on the Nebo side I was
seeing a lot of, uh, individuals grabbing rocks from the, the bushes in the areas around there and
tossing them as well.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. Were you given any direction from a supervisor at this
point regarding, uh, the deployment of less lethal and if so, what were those directions?
Detective Eric Knudson:
The directions that we were given, uh, was, uh, believe it was from
Sergeant Gay and that was anybody that was either throwing rocks, objects, anything, um, that
could obviously cause any great bodily injury to any of the officers or other protestors that we
would be, um, using our less lethal munitions, either beanbag or pepper ball, um, at the time.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. At some point were you given a pepper ball launcher?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: And did you utilize this pepper ball launcher and if, if you did,
how did you do so?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Yes, I, I had it for a very brief amount of time, but in that amount
of time I saw, uh, black male wearing, uh, a shirt with, like, a Nike emblem on the shoulders or
sleeves and, uh, he had two rocks in his hands. I yelled at him to drop the rocks, 'cause he was
about maybe 20 to 25 feet in front on the other side of the retaining wall –
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Mm hmm.
Detective Eric Knudson:
– so I yelled out to drop it. He didn't drop it, so I deployed
probably about four rounds of pepper ball in his direction, none of which hit him.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay.

Detective Eric Knudson:

And then I handed it right back to the officer.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Deployed the pepper ball, no hits with the pepper ball.
Detective Eric Knudson:

Correct.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. And at some point were you given a less lethal shotgun?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Can you estimate a, about what time that might've been?
Detective Eric Knudson:

I would say roughly anywhere between, like, maybe 7:30, 7:45.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Mm hmm. And at that time when you were given, uh, the less
lethal shotgun did you know in what condition it was loaded, how it was loaded?
Detective Eric Knudson:
handed to me.

I did not see what it was loaded with at that point when it was

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. Okay. And can you describe how you, you carried this
weapon?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Um, I had it at the low ray pointing the barrel down towards the
ground until, uh, I would view some type of threat of some sort, then I would raise it up.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: 'Kay. Did you ever fire the less lethal shotgun, and if you did, how
many times did you fire it?
Detective Eric Knudson:
I did. Uh, I, I saw a white male subject going down and grabbing,
uh, one of the gas canisters that had been thrown by the deputies and, uh, and we had seen those
being picked up and thrown back towards the direction of the deputies many times so I, at one
point, deployed, uh, one beanbag round towards the direction of where that subject was at. It did
not hit him and he ran off.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. So how many times total do you think you fired the less
lethal shotgun?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Once at him and then, uh, a second time at, at another individual.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. Two times total?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Total, yeah.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Thank you. Uh, just taking notes real quick.

Detective Eric Knudson:

Sure.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: So I'm gonna move ahead 'til about, uh, 2010 hours, so about 8:10
p.m.
Detective Eric Knudson:

Sure.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Did you observe a large convoy of sheriff's vehicles arrive in the
east lot of La Mesa?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. And did you know why those vehicles were there arriving?
Detective Eric Knudson:
So, I had heard over the radio they were, uh, timing a deployment
of a large amount of gas between it sounded like S, S, SRT, our SWAT team, and the sheriffs,
um, and I cannot remember whether or not it was broadcast over the radio or how the
information came to, but my understanding was that we were going to try to clear out the entire
parking lot at that point because there had actually been a fire that had been started over at City
Hall –
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Mm hmm.
Detective Eric Knudson:
– and so I, uh, the objective that I, I, I was understanding of at that
time was that they were gonna take the parking lot over as far as the deputies so that we can get
fire inside to City Hall to put out the fire.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. And can you describe, and again, we're talking about
roughly that, uh, 8:10 p.m., can you describe the protest situation at that point?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Um, the, a lot of the crowd had disbursed from the main parking
lot area and were congregated more towards the north side of the parking lot which would've
been over the, um, electrical sign in our parking lot and then also on the east side along Nebo,
um, side there were still, um, crowds of people that were there just on the outskirts of the actual
parking lot. Some people were still walking through and then inside of the parking lot as well.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. At this point can you estimate how long the objects, rocks
and the water bottles had been thrown at you and other officers, kind of in total now?
Well, it could've been pretty continuous for about, by that time it
Detective Eric Knudson:
would've almost been about 3 hours.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: And over this time, how often would you estimates the rocks and
water bottles were being thrown at you and the other officers?

Detective Eric Knudson:

Uh, again, probably about 3 hours.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay.
Detective Eric Knudson:

Uh, just off and on and ****.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Or just, uh, how often? You mentioned continuous.
Detective Eric Knudson:
dodging rocks.

Uh, um, I mean, it, it felt like every 5 to 10 minutes we were

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. And then a few minutes ahead at about 2014 hours, did you
see a protestor that did something that caused you to fire your less lethal shotgun?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Can you describe that, that person?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Um, I saw what appeared to be a white male adult, um, have an
item in their hand, their right hand and lunge forward and thrown an object which I thought was
a rock right at the direction of, uh, deputies that were walking northbound in the parking lot to
try to take over that, uh, north parking lot area.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: These are those deputies that arrived in that convoy?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Correct.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Were y'all able to identify that person?
Detective Eric Knudson:

No.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. And where were you when you first saw the, the suspect?
Detective Eric Knudson:

I was still standing on the, um, dispatch patio –

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Mm hmm.
Detective Eric Knudson:
– and what, uh, uh, estimated about that point in time about 60
yards away from where the suspect was standing.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: And you can describe where the suspect was and, and, and their
surrounding area?
Detective Eric Knudson:
They were right over by the, um, electronic sign in our parking lot
nearby where all those rocks were on the ground for the landscaping.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. And is this the area where protestors had been throwing the
rocks and water bottles previously –
Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: – throughout the night? And can you describe what you observed
that caused you to draw your attention to the suspect? You mentioned a little bit already, but can
you elaborate on that?
Detective Eric Knudson:
I mean, the, the biggest image I remember is just seeing the, a
white on the shirt and then the person pulling their arm, their right hand back and an object in
their hand and then lunging forward with force towards the direction of the deputies.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: And based off those observations, what did you believe the suspect
was doing?
Detective Eric Knudson:
deputies to cause harm.

I believe that they were throwing a rock at the direction of the

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Can you describe where other officers were and deputies nearby
kind of in relation to you and to the suspect?
Detective Eric Knudson:
The deputies, if I had to guess, they were probably about 30 yards
it seemed like away from where the suspect was standing and then as far as other officers, I had
officers next to me on the, um, balcony and at the, where the dispatchers, outside the dispatch.
So that'd been about 60 yards from where they were standing.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Sure. Um, after seeing this occur, did you point your less lethal
shotgun at the suspect?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: At this point, did you give any verbal commands to the suspect?
Detective Eric Knudson:
No. Based on the distance that was between myself and the
suspect, um, I, there was a lar, lot of yelling and screaming still going on at this time that I knew
that if I'd yelled, they would've not been able to hear me from that distance.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: At this point, which, were you also wearing a gas mask?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes, I was.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Would, would that have likely interfered with, maybe, verbal
commands as well?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes, it would have.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Did you hear the suspect make any statements at this time?
Detective Eric Knudson:

No, I did not.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: How far would you estimate the suspect was repositioned? Did we
cover about 60 yards, is that accurate?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes. Yeah, about 60 yards.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: And, at this time, did you fire less lethal shotgun while aiming at
the suspect who had thrown these objects, this object?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes, I did.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. Can you state, specifically, where you were aiming when
you fired?
Detective Eric Knudson:
I was aiming around center mass including the lower torso and
abdomen area of the, of the suspect.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: And how many rounds did you fire?
Detective Eric Knudson:

One.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Why did you stop firing?
Detective Eric Knudson:
I saw the person that had been throwing, who had looked like was
throwing the rocks topple over, then down, and go down to the ground.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. And, at the time, did you consider any other available tools
that you had already described to be a viable option?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Based on what I had on me at the time, I knew that my TASER
would not have that distance, uh, capability of, of, of hitting them with the TASER. Um, my
straight stick would've been ineffective based on the distance between myself and the retaining
wall between us as well. Um, my OC spray would've also not had the trajectory or the distance
to be able to reach that person at the time as well. Um, I did not use my firearm because I felt
like the, the situation at that point in time did not warrant lethal force, so I decided to use the
deescalated tool of the beanbag shotgun that I had with me at that time..
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. What did you think would happen if you, if you didn't fire,
uh, the less lethal shotgun at the suspect?

Detective Eric Knudson:
That this person could've continued to throw, um, rocks to the
direction of the deputies and cause great bodily harm to them or others that were in the parking
lot as well.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. And, after you fired the one round and stopped, what, what
did you do then?
Detective Eric Knudson:

I handed the shotgun to, uh, I believe, Officer Sanpanaro.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Mm hmm. Um, did you make any notifications that you fired the
firearm?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Yes. I mentioned it to Sergeant Gay that I, I think I hit the person
that was throwing the objects at that point.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. Uh, did you or any officer render first aid to the, the suspect
after they went down?
Detective Eric Knudson:
No, we did not, as we were still taking on rocks, um, at our
location. I didn't think that it was, one, safe to go out there and then, uh, we also saw a large
crowd run over there and ended up moving the person that was on the ground to an unknown
location at that point.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Did you learn from the radio traffic or other means what had
happened to the suspect at the time of this?
Detective Eric Knudson:
I believe that on the radio that they had mentioned that this person
had been taken away in a car.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay.
Detective Eric Knudson:
And I, sorry, I also, somebody from the crowd had said something
about the person being hit in the face, and I had mentioned to Sergeant Gay at that time that I did
not aim at the head, and that this is what I had heard from the crowd that this, they said that the
person had been hit in the face, so I mentioned that to Sergeant Gay at that time.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. And then what were your thoughts or concerns, if you had
any, just after this, uh, less lethal shotgun deployment?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Um, well, when I heard that the, the object had hit somebody in the
face, my heart dropped, obviously, 'cause that was not the intended, um, target, as far as where I
was aiming on the person when I saw them throwing the object. My, my objective at that time
was to stop the threat and, and going towards the lower torso area and, so, I was, kinda, in a state
of shock a little bit afterwards when I heard that it hit her, it hit, hit the person in the face.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. And, previously, had you had any training in the use of less
lethal shotgun with beanbag rounds?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: And do you know the advised effective range of a less lethal
shotgun firing those beanbag rounds?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Um, at the time of this incident, I didn't have the exact
measurements in my head or anything like that, but I knew that, obviously, if you were in a close
count, or close proximity of the person that you were aiming it at, obviously, it would deemed
more of a lethal, um, type of situation, and so I took the distance of where I was standing, and the
distance of where the person was at into consideration when I shot him because in my mind it
was about 60 yards away, so, um, it was the best tool that I had available to be able to even get to
that distance. Um, the, uh, I didn't even know if my beanbag would even reach –
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay.
Detective Eric Knudson:
– to that distance of where the person was at because of how far
away they were from where I was standing.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Is it fair, tell me yes or not, to, to sort of summarize it, because of
distance, you thought it might be even safer 'cause if, it was further away?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Correct.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. Did you consider the distance between you and the suspect
as factor when you fired? We, kinda, covered that a little bit.
Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Anything else beside what you just mentioned?
Detective Eric Knudson:

No.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. And do you know if the less lethal shotgun that you used
was property of the La Mesa Police Department or if it was a sheriff's less lethal shotgun?
Detective Eric Knudson:

It was the sheriff's less lethal shotgun.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. Was it consistent, kind of, in terms of its operation which
you've been previously trained on at La Mesa?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. Do you know what you need with less lethal shotgun you,
you, uh, I have, uh, you gave it to Officer Sanpanaro, is that correct?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. Do you know what happened to it after that?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Um, at one, uh, from Officer Sanpanaro, I believe it went to
Detective Butcher, uh, for most of the night and, at one point, Detective Butcher handed it back
to the, um, sheriff deputy that had loaned it out to me, and that was, like, usua, probably about 5
or was, maybe, earlier in the morning –
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay.
Detective Eric Knudson:

– on the 31st.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. Did you later learn information about a protester that was
struck by the beanbag, if you can describe how you learned that information?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Yes, on May 31st, so it was Sunday the, the next night about 5
p.m., we had a briefing, um, for just anticipating additional protests, um, at that point, uh, Officer
Carlos Dighton had asked me, uh, if I had seen the person that was hit, um, with the beanbag in
the face, and I had told him that I had not, and he then showed me a posting from a social media
site that showed a picture of a, of a black female with a beanbag sock imbedded in her forehead,
laying on the ground next to, what had looked like, the rock area where I had shot the person in
that direction and wearing white, the shirt had, like, white on it with, like, black sleeves –
Detective Ryan Gremillion: Mm hmm.
Detective Eric Knudson:

– but and then she, like, black-purple hair.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. Um, had you had any contacts or experiences with someone
by the name of
Detective Eric Knudson:

No.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. Once you learned more details about the incident that
occurred, did you immediately write a report to document your actions?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Yes. It was, uh, shortly after that briefing when, when I had
written a use of force report on that incident.
Detective Ryan Gremillion: And did you have anything else that you want to add or elaborate
on?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Uh, not at this time, no.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Lt. anything, uh –
Other Speaker:
Just a couple of quick things. Um, earlier when Detective Gremillion was
asking you about, um, whether you received training in the use of the less lethal shotgun, can you
elaborate on that? Do you remember what, um, under what circumstances you received training?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Other Speaker:

Uh –

What kind?

Detective Eric Knudson:
– we have less lethal training every 2 years, and, so, we would've
been going through all the, the different less lethal weapons that we have on our tool belt which
included TASER, pepper ball and, uh, beanbag shotgun.
Other Speaker:
one was?

Okay. Do you remember approximately how long ago your most recent

Detective Eric Knudson:

I believe it was in March of 2018.

Other Speaker:
**** okay. Are you, yourself, um, an instructor for any of, anything here
at the department like use of force or less lethal or anything like that?
Detective Eric Knudson:
I'm, I'm not an instructor for less lethal, but I am an instructor for
tactical communication and for DETAC, uh, principled policing, racial profiling and, uh, yeah.
Other Speaker:
Okay. And then, um, thinking back to your training on less lethal, um,
platforms, are you , you said estimating the distance between you and, uh, the, uh, person was
struck being about 60 yards?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes.

Other Speaker:
Uh, do you recall anything from your training about, um, long-distance
use of a less lethal shotgun and what could potentially happen with aiming?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Um, just that the further the distance that the, the trajectory would
obviously be affected and the further out that it is from where you may be aiming toward it is.
Other Speaker:
Okay. And then, uh, but earlier you also mentioned that that distance
made you, in your mind, you were thinking that that would make it safer?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Other Speaker:

Sure.

Because –

Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes.

Other Speaker:

– distance means why, why would that be safer in your mind?

Detective Eric Knudson:
Because if it was from point-blank situation where the person was
closer, the opportunity for the beanbag to become lethal or embed or puncture or impale
somebody is a lot higher. Uh, so, from a lot closer, it, uh, the amount of force that comes of out
of a beanbag would cause more injury to the person, um, that receives a hit, gets hit with it.
Other Speaker:
Okay. And then, uh, one last question I had, uh, we went over to, uh, you
mentioned that, at, at some point, you were shown a picture of the, that was on social media –
Detective Eric Knudson:
Other Speaker:

Mm hmm.

– of, uh, showing the, um, beanbag round in the woman's forehead –

Detective Eric Knudson:

Mm hmm.

Other Speaker:
– um, and that she had a shirt on, the white shirt with the black sleeves,
um, have you, um, seen the picture and recognized that that is the person that you fired the
beanbag round at? Are, are you certain that that is the person?
Detective Eric Knudson:
Uh, uh, uh, I can't say I'm a 100 percent certain, but the things that
made me believe that it was the same person was the white on the shirt and the proximity of
where the, where the person was laying next to those rocks that was on the landscaping right by
the electrical sign there, and, later in the morning, uh, when this had all happened as well, I had
seen a, a pool of blood, um, on the concrete around the asphalt, um, at that same location. So, in
my head, I looked at that, and then, based off the shirt and the location of where this person was
lying down, that it was approximately the same person that I hit.
Other Speaker:

Okay. That's all I have.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Just to go with that, or it is, like, I'm gonna summarize it for you,
just tell me if this accurate. Uh, the circumstances seem similar, but you don't know a 100
percent if that's exactly the same?
Detective Eric Knudson:

Yes.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. Anything else?
Other Speaker:

That's it.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Okay. I'm gonna conclude. Uh, anything?
Other Speaker:

Nothing.

Detective Ryan Gremillion: Conclude the interview at 10:23.
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Speaker 2:

Yeah, ****.

Speaker 1:
I keep, uh, puttin' you on hold and then, you know, not calling you back and
everything. I apologize.
Speaker 2:

That's all, it's okay.

Speaker 1:

Were you able to find the spelling of the street name?

Speaker 2:

Yeah, so it is, uh, give me 1 second.

Speaker 1:

No problem.

Speaker 2:

So it's, uh,

Speaker 1:

Wow. That's a long street name. All right what city is it in?

Speaker 2:

I know. Uh, uh, this is, uh, uh, in

Speaker 1:

****, yeah that would be hard to remember easily.

Speaker 2:

Oh, yeah.

Speaker 1:
Okay, and then do you know a driver's license or a Social Security number?
Either one is fine.
Speaker 2:

Yeah, I'll give you my driver's license.

Speaker 1:

Yup.

Speaker 2:

Driver's license is

.

Speaker 1:
Okay, perfect. Okay. So, let's see, and it, so your Facebook is under your name.
Is that what you told me before?
Speaker 2:

My name, yeah.

Speaker 1:
Okay. That shouldn't be too hard to find. And how about, um, would there be
anything on your Instagram to see?
Speaker 2:
Uh, uh, no, not, no everything was caught on Facebook Live. basically.
Everything is there.
Speaker 1:
Instagram.

Oh, okay. Sorry. I thought you mentioned something that you did some

Speaker 2:

Yeah it, it's, when you go on Instagram Live, it doesn't save your video.

Speaker 1:

Oh, okay.

Speaker 2:

So that's why I, I mean I went on Instagram Live, but it doesn't save my video.

Speaker 1:
Okay. All right, so I got, I think I got pretty good, kind of the initial stuff. So,
um, do you know, did you know
prior to this, uh, happening?
Speaker 2:

No, not at all. I did, -

Speaker 1:

Okay.

Speaker 2:

– I did not know her.

Speaker 1:

So you didn't come with her, just saw her at the, uh, -

Speaker 2:

I was just ridin' by here when it happened.

Speaker 1:
Okay. And then, um, to see, just to question you here, did you, let's how I phrase
it, did you see or know or come into contact with
prior to the shot, like did you see what
she was doing or saying or did you kind of see if after the shot was fired?
Speaker 2:

I saw it after the shot was –

Speaker 1:

Oh, okay.

Speaker 2:

– fired. I, I saw her hit the ground.

Speaker 1:
Okay. Okay. And then another side thing. We have a, um, I'm gonna be
reviewing a lot of, there's a lot of different videos both –
Speaker 2:

Uh huh.

Speaker 1:
What, -

– both from the La Mesa Police Department and from, uh, peoples' cellphones.

Speaker 2:

Uh huh.

Speaker 1:
– uh, what were you wearing that would help me identify you if I saw these
videos, if you can remember.
Speaker 2:
I was wearing al black. Head to toe. Black pants, uh, long-sleeve, uh, black shirt,
um, yeah, all black.
Speaker 1:

Okay. Any kind of head covering, mask, uh, a hat.

Speaker 2:

Uh, I had a mask, and I had a backwards, uh, black cap.

Speaker 1:

What color was the mask?

Speaker 2:

Uh, black.

Speaker 1:

Okay. All black.

Speaker 2:

All black.

Speaker 1:
All right. And, uh, for, again, for finding you in the video, uh, what, what race
are you if it helps me at all, if there's any –
Speaker 2:

I'm Caucasian.

Speaker 1:

Okay. Although there might not be much of you to see, you know.

Speaker 2:

Yeah. Yeah, yeah, yeah.

Speaker 1:

Yeah, no problem, okay, perfect.

Speaker 2:

I mean, but if you, if you check out the, the body cams on the cops, -

Speaker 1:

Uh huh.

Speaker 2:

– you will see me screaming at them asking to help her.

Speaker 1:
Sure, but yeah, **** perfect. I got a good description, so I should be able to find
ya, not just ****.
Speaker 2:

Yeah.

Speaker 1:

Both what you're, what you're telling me and what you're wearing.

Speaker 2:

And I also had a, I also had a backpack on too.

Speaker 1:

Okay, perfect. Black?

Speaker 2:

Uh, yeah, all, all black.

Speaker 1:
did you see?

There you go. Yeah. And then, okay, so you saw, um, after

was hit, what

Speaker 2:
I saw her fall to the ground, and I saw her just, in, in shock. And her friends were
in shock. And everyone is screaming and then, you know, honestly, once that happened, that's

when, uh, that's when everyone said that they're gonna burn the city to the ground. And to let
you know, I mean, I didn't want that to happen. I, I, I, that's not what I was there for.
Speaker 1:

Okay.

Speaker 2:
Uh, also, if you go on my, my Facebook Live, you'll see that when I, I was on
downtown on Saturday, and I had stopped looters from happening. I have, I have it recorded on
my Facebook Live. People would break glass. I would go confront them. I would say stop, and
I have at least like five videos. You can use my videos of the people I stopped. I have a, a pretty
clear image of a guy who broke a glass, and I would love for you guys to use that because I'm
not there for looting. I'm not there for destru, I mean, I'm born and raised here. I'm not trying to
destroy my city.
Speaker 1:

Sure. Um, -

Speaker 2:

I'm there for George Floyd.

Speaker 1:
said?

– real quick, when you stopped looters, was that in La Mesa or San Diego you

Speaker 2:

Uh, that was, that was downtown San Diego.

Speaker 1:

And what day was that?

Speaker 2:

That was Sunday.

Speaker 1:

On Sunday. The following day?

Speaker 2:

Uh, yeah, the following day after La Mesa.

Speaker 1:
Okay. Okay. And you, what, you said you heard people talking about burning
the city to the ground. Anything more about that what you heard?
Speaker 2:
mean –

They were just pissed off what happened to

Speaker 1:

Okay.

because no one helped her. I

Speaker 2:
– that's what led to it. That's what led to, just throwing at more people. That's
what led to doing, uh, that's what, that's what really led to a big bulk of what happened to that, to
that night was when she got shot and no one helped her. That's what was really the big deal.
Speaker 1:
Okay. Okay. Sorry, I'm just taking notes here. Get everything you say. Do you
know who, uh, took
to get help?
Speaker 2:

No. When, when I was yelling at the police –

Speaker 1:

Mm hmm.

Speaker 2:
– for like 5/10 minutes, she was gone. And that's, I tried to find her, but she was
already gone.
Speaker 1:

Okay. 'Cause you were, you were trying to get help from the police officers.

Speaker 2:

Yeah. Yup.

Speaker 1:
Okay. And to be specific there was, there were several departments working that
night. Do you know, like, what color the uniforms the people you went up to? I know it might
be a ****.
Speaker 2:

Uh, black.

Speaker 1:

Black.

Speaker 2:
Black and, uh, the Le Mesa Police Department's colors. I think it was gree, like a
dark green I think.
Speaker 1:

Oh, okay. And do you know what area they were at, uh, if you describe –

Speaker 2:

Uh, -

Speaker 1:

– it I might be able to figure it out.

Speaker 2:

– they were on the, um, kinda hard to –

Speaker 1:

Yeah.

Speaker 2:
– it's either facing the La Mesa Police Department, if you're facing there on the
right-hand side, Speaker 1:

Yeah.

Speaker 2:

– the, one, the main entrance you pull into.

Speaker 1:

Okay, um, oh, so by the roadway over there?

Speaker 2:

Yeah. Yeah, -

Speaker 1:

Okay.

Speaker 2:

– by the roadway. That's –

Speaker 1:

So there's, uh, -

Speaker 2:

– where she got shot.

Speaker 1:
– mm hmm. So over there, yes, I'm familiar with where she was at. Over there
there's kinda two ramps, one goes up/one goes down. Does that sound like in that area?
Speaker 2:
gathered at.

Yeah, yeah. The ramp that goes down, that's where a lot of the people were

Speaker 1:

And is that where the officers where that you…?

Speaker 2:

Uh, they were, they were a little bit further away.

Speaker 1:

In which direction?

Speaker 2:

Uh, more towards the, the front of the police department.

Speaker 1:
Okay. Were they standing, um, so there's kind of a, I don't, I don't know if you
wanna call it like an alleyway. It's kind of like a roadway that, that parallels the police
department right there. Were they on that roadway?
Speaker 2:

Yeah. They were on, I mean, it was more, yeah, I mean, yeah, the parking lot is –

Speaker 1:

Yeah.

Speaker 2:

– like in the roadway where the cars would pull in.

Speaker 1:
Okay, yeah. So like you were gonna drive by the police department, the close,
that roadway that's closest to the police department where you could drive your car in the
parking lot. Does that sound accurate?
Speaker 2:

Yeah. Yeah.

Speaker 1:

Okay. Okay. It's actually like a little fire lane right there if that makes sense, but.

Speaker 2:
meeting, -

Um, I'm act, uh, this is damn it, um, I'm, I'm attending the San Diego's justice

Speaker 1:

Yeah.

Speaker 2:

– downtown civic center.

Speaker 1:

Sure. Sure.

Speaker 2:
Do you mind if I give you a callback once it's done? They’re about to start right
now, and I kinda came out for this.
Speaker 1:
Yeah, not a problem. I actually got a pretty good statement from you, but you can
follow up with me, um, Speaker 2:

Okay.

Speaker 1:
Obviously, just keep in mind I, I bounce around a little bit, but if, if you wanna
call my desk line is where I'm working out of today. I gave you that one –
Speaker 2:

Okay.

Speaker 1:

– the

Speaker 2:

Okay.

number.

Speaker 1:
Yeah, hit me up here, and if I just miss you, I'll be in touch, but obviously I'm
gonna start working on everything you gave me already.
Speaker 2:

Okay. Thank you so much.

Speaker 1:

Great. Take care.

Speaker 2:

Thank you, bye bye.

Speaker 1:

Bye.

SpeakWrite
www.speakwrite.com
Job Number: 21012Custom Filename:
Date: 01/12/2021
Billed Words: 1794

Interview Part 2

Officer Wolfing:

Hi

This is Officer Wolfing with the La Mesa Police/

Yes, good morning.
Officer Wolfing:

Good morning. How are you?

Excuse me, I'm doing well. Thank you. How are you?
Officer Wolfing:

I'm, I'm doing just fine, it's Friday.

Yes it is. It's, it's the weekend.
Officer Wolfing:
Yes it is. So the reason why I'm calling is I received some, uh,
information from a deputy that I guess you spoke to on Saturday, uh –
Uh, yeah, Sunday, when I went back for the cleanup.
Officer Wolfing:
Okay. When you went back for the cleanup. Can you just kinda tell me
what, what you witnessed or what you told the other deputy?
I, I was standing, well right next to her. Uh, uh, maybe, I don't know, all of like,
just a few inches from her and I was, we were over towards the back and, uh, yeah, I think some
of the tear gas canisters had gone off for the first time, if I remember correctly. And, you know,
a lot of people had disbursed in the back and, uh, I just remember standing next to her and, I, I
think she may, she may have been filming something with her phone or. But anyway, she, she
was peacefully. She wasn't, you know, there wasn't like a mob around her or anything and I
remember I got hit with like four little somethings in my, uh, upper breast and, you know, I was
kind of putting my hand on 'em and I turned to my left and I saw, just as it hit, just as it hit and,
and it freaked me out and I, I just. She went back in a manner. When she hit the floor, she went
back in a manner to where she, she wasn't, she didn't break her fall. She didn't reach out to try
to, to do, to grab on to something or. She just back down on the ground and, um, that's it. You
know, then people started screaming and this and that and, but she wasn't doing anything. That's
what, I wasn't doing anything. I had a, I had a cracked rib at the time, so my movement, I wasn't
like running around here or there and, you know, she was an elderly woman. We were both, we
happened to be standing next to each other and that, that's what happened. I really don't have a
lot of information, I guess, to, to give. I just know that in, in that, in those 5, 10 minutes we may
have been there, she wasn't doing anything.
Officer Wolfing:

And when you say you were standing by her, who, who were you, uh –

Only, uh, the grandmother,
Officer Wolfing:
Yeah.

Okay.

okay.

Officer Wolfing:

I can't, I don't know how to pronounce her last name.

I can –
Officer Wolfing:

Did you know her, do you personally know her?

No, no, not at all. I, I was there by myself.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay, okay, and so do you remember what she was wearing?

I'm sorry to say, I, I, maybe, maybe some kind of a white or something a light
colored T maybe.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay, no that's, that's okay. I'm just asking –

That's all, that's all I can remember. I remember her hair was up though, and I
remember, I remember looking at her, uh, uh, even before she, this went down. I noticed her
gray hair and I remember thinking to myself, oh my gosh, I know she's older than me, but I have
a lot more gray hair and that's about as much as I can remember of what, you know, she may
have been wearing or looking, looked like or.
Officer Wolfing:
Okay, and, um, so just to reiterate what you said. You were standing
approximately 2 feet from her, you think? Maybe right next –
Um, let me see. Um, I'm standing next to my frig comparing it. At the moment,
when that happened, I was, yeah, I'd say I was within 2 feet of her and, oh God, I hope I got it
right, it was such a blur.
Officer Wolfing:

That's okay.

Uh, uh, uh –
Officer Wolfing:
next to.

But you could, you could clearly see that it was her that you were standing

Oh my God, without a doubt.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay.

Absolutely with, she was the one that was next to me, because I do remember I
got pelted with something, and I even took pictures. Like I got four, five, no four pelts or
something and when I grabbed my shoulder and I looked to the left, and I saw this thing just
right as it, right as it hit her, I completely forgot about my little issue. Uh, but yeah, I, I was
standing dir, I believe she was directly to my left.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay.

And if there's footage, which I'm sure there is, uh, I'm the one wearing the
Kapernick football jersey.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay, Kapernick.

Yeah, and there was only one other person there and he was a large African
American man and I was wearing a Kapernick jersey with tan shorts and I may, I don't look it,
but I, I'm Caucasian looking with short dark hair and I'm in my mid 50s.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay, okay.

And I was also there when that pol, when the, uh, that convoy of cars came and
one of 'em was like a white secret service car.
Officer Wolfing:

Yeah.

I was, I was there also when someone, one of those vehicles ran over a young
woman's foot. I was there. It was, it just, I just learned from this that I don't wanna ever go to
those things again because I just happened to be in two ugly places at one time and it just. They
way it all played out, you know, the, the protesting I'm all for, the peacefulness, but the, the
destruction, it made me feel filthy. I will never do that again. That was, that's why I went back
for the cleanup.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay. All right, just, just a couple, couple more questions, if you don't –

Mm hmm.
Officer Wolfing:

The female that was standing next to you, her ethnicity?

Oh she was definitely African American.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay. Approximately how tall do you think she was?

Well I'm 5, 3, I would say probably my height.
Officer Wolfing:
weighed, just –

Okay. So 5, 3, we'll put 5, 3. How much, how much do you think she

Oh she was a little heavier than me, definitely. I would, if I'm, maybe, I don't
know, 150 to 170, maybe. But she was more fuller around the, you know, the middle, around the
torso area.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay.

More than I, more than I am.

Officer Wolfing:
Okay, and when you said that, uh, she was holding her cell phone or she
was talking on it or whatnot, is that the only thing she, she was doing or did you hear her say
anything or –
Oh, she was, uh, uh, uh, I did hear her speaking, but you know, now that I, I'm
sorry, I couldn't say what she was saying. But I, I had her, her, uh, speaking, but it wasn't like
she had the phone up to her ear.
Officer Wolfing:

Mm hmm.

It, she had it like in her hand, but she was ****, she was speaking. I don't know
if she was recording, but it was not up to her ear.
Officer Wolfing:
uh –

Was it out in front of her face like, or held up above her eyes, like maybe,

I'm trying to remember. It wasn't above her head, if I, if I remember correctly.
Officer Wolfing:
Okay, and where, I know you were standing approximately 2 feet away
from her while all this happened. But like in regards to, where were you standing near the police
department, um –
Oh well, now let, let me, this, this might be more pertinent. I wasn't, I hadn't been
standing next to her for a long period of time. I had been there all of maybe, at the most, not
more than 10 minutes.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay.

So I hadn't been there long. Uh, but I was on the side, uh, the side where the, the,
the, you know the blood, the blood pool. I was on that side, just about all, most of the time and I
was in the front row where the, uh, uh, you know, in front of the, the, where the, where the police
was behind that wall and, uh, I remember, uh, kneeling down. I was on the front floor. Then the
idiots behind us started throwing stuff.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay.

I know people, oh God, I just remember it, you know, the, the, like rocks or
something coming up from behind me. Everybody got up and ran. I was hobbling because I
have a cracked rib, so I couldn't run very fast and people were, and, oh, I had had my, uh, yeah, I
think my eyes had been washed out, uh, with milk by then and I was, that's how I ended up, uh,
uh, behind her, I mean, next to her way in the back.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay.

I think I, I, I think that happened after the, the first round of, of tear gassing and
all that where I just kind of, you know, after I got washed out, I realized that maybe that wasn't
my business to be up in there and that's how I ended up back right next to her. But I, I was there
maybe, in her proximity, say 10 minutes, not more than that.
Officer Wolfing:
Okay. Did, um, when you said that, when you said she fell, did she fall
backwards, sideways –
Backwards.
Officer Wolfing:

She fell backwards.

Oh my God, that to me was, that's what's ingrained, it's like a camera in my head.
That I remember just the, because when I looked it was just like, in that split second, is when it
landed.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay.

And I saw her go straight back. It was awful.
Officer Wolfing:

When you say it landed, what, what is, what is that, it landed?

The thing, the, uh, it was bigger than a wine cork.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay, and what color was it?

It was, uh, like tan, like a, and I was describing it to someone. It almost looked
like it was wrapped in linen.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay.

I, I, it just, it was all so fast. But, uh, yeah, this thing was as big as a wine cork
and I remember **** because I started screaming for, for help for her and, uh, the thing was still
lodged in her head. Once she was down on the floor and she hit the floor, you'd think the thing
would have rolled over. Oh God no, that thing was lodged in there.
Officer Wolfing:
happened?

Mm hmm. Okay. Did you kneel down to help her out or did, what

Oh no, I, uh, uh, no. I, I, I yelled and, I mean, there were people just came
immediately and someone asked me to hold my phone. I remember it was a, a tall man and he, I
remember, got down and he was trying to help her sometime, somehow. There's, there's quite a
number of videos on, uh, about this lady on Reddit.
Officer Wolfing:

On Reddit?

.
Officer Wolfing:
I mean, no A, I'm thinking of my last name.
Officer Wolfing:

, okay,

as in, uh, uh,

okay. Your date of birth is

Yes.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay, and let's see, for your driver's license, I don't know if it's a

or a

It's
Officer Wolfing:

Okay, and your home address?
–

Officer Wolfing:

Okay.
–

Officer Wolfing:

Uh huh.

Officer Wolfing:

Okay, and you said that you’re a white female with black hair?

and –

Short dark hair. I'm, I'm Hispanic, uh, Latino, but yeah, I have, uh, short dark hair

Officer Wolfing:

Like black or brown?

Uh, dark brown.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay. Eye, eye color?

Uh, light brown.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay, and approximately how tall are you, you're like 5, 3.

5, 3, I've shrunk over the years.

Officer Wolfing:
you weigh?

So have I. And approximately how much, approximately how much do

I hate this question.
Officer Wolfing:

I know, believe me, I don't like asking it either.

Uh, it's just, uh, I'd say, I'd guestimate 140.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay, okay. Um, are you currently employed?

No.
Officer Wolfing:
Okay, all right, okay. Um, any other questions for me? I'm, obviously I'm
just doing follow up for, with the detectives on this you, you'd given your information to the
deputy and they shuffled it my way. So I wanted to make sure that I took your statement and
found out, you know, to hear what you had to say about this. It sounds like you witnessed pretty
much the whole thing.
Uh, yeah, I, I, I would, I just, it was just a freak thing of being in, in, in that spot
in that moment. I just, I, I still can't believe that and I, when I think of the, the young lady that
got rolled, uh, run over, her foot –
Officer Wolfing:

Mm hmm.

- I had been within like a foot of her also. I just, uh, it freaks me out that these
two things happened. I was there and I think it's just an omen that, that God's telling me, you
know, don't put yourself in danger like that.
Officer Wolfing:
anything after –

Yeah. Did, uh, did the female you were standing next to, did she say

Oh my God, she was screaming on the floor –
Officer Wolfing:

Okay.

Uh, uh, clutching her, I'm trying to remember, her, I can't remember which ank,
uh, which ankle it was. But it was right when, um, all these cars started rolling up and, I
remember in my brains, when I saw the, the white vehicle, I thought, oh that, I know that's the
secret service and I just, I'm, you know, I'm thinking about all this and suddenly this girl on the
floor screaming and. So anyways, that, that's all, I can't say that I witnessed it, that I saw the car
actually go on her foot. I, I can't say I witnessed that.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay.

But I can say that I was, right as these cars were going through, were going past,
and I mean, these, these were just, maybe within 2, 3 feet. So that's, but I didn't see it actually
happen. I just heard the scream.
Officer Wolfing:

And which, which female are you talking about?

Oh this was a different female. She was a, uh, a younger woman. I don't think
she was more than 23.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay.

Uh, dark hair. Uh, possibly, uh, uh, Latina.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay.

But fair, you know, fair skin like me.
Officer Wolfing:

And the car just was, as the car was driving, it, it ran over her foot.

There were lots of cars that rolled in. Like one back to back and I knew, you
know, that something of significance was happening to have that many vehicles roll in just one
after the other and more alarming than the number of vehicles, was the high speed, the, the rate
of, how fast they were just making that sharp right turn into the parking lot. That's when I, I just,
I saw that and I thought there is something awful about this because they were going really fast
making them turns.
Officer Wolfing:

Okay, okay.

That's all I remember.
Officer Wolfing:

All right. Thank you very much.

Okay.
Officer Wolfing:

I appreciate you, uh talking with me.

Okay, thank you. Okay. Have a good weekend. Bye-bye.
Officer Wolfing:
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You too, thank you, bye-bye.
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