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National Small Business Week
May 2-5, 2022
Register NOW for the National Small Business Week Virtual Summit
hosted by the U.S. Small Business Administration and SCORE.
Attend this free, virtual summit to access critical federal resources, learn new
business strategies, meet other business owners and chat with industry
experts! This 4-day, action-packed event will include honoring small
businesses around the country, educational sessions, online business
resources, and exciting speakers.
This is a time to honor and celebrate entrepreneurs and innovative startups.
This year’s theme, ‘Building a Better America through Entrepreneurship,’
"celebrates the resiliency of entrepreneurs who are doing their part to power

our nation’s historic economic comeback."
To learn more or to register, please click here.
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ACT II
40th Anniversary
Business Spotlight
The City of La Mesa is proud to spotlight ACT II as our April Business of
the Month. This small family-owned resale boutique has been operating in
La Mesa for four decades.
Located in the charming Village, Act II was a trailblazer in the resale industry
and has thrived despite many challenges, including competition from malls
and on-line shopping, as well as, dips in the economy and the pandemic. ACT
II carries an assortment of clothes, from sportswear to evening wear. The
store’s motto is “Gently worn clothing is gentle on your budget.”
From the nomination: Dolores Buller was a stay-at-home mom for 17
years, found herself divorced and in need of a job. She worked day and night

and even used a cupcake tin as her first cash register; anything to make her
business survive. They have had numerous locations in the La Mesa area but
settled down in La Mesa Village in 1992 and have been there for the last 30
years. The business became a family affair when Dolores’ daughter, Deanne,
joined the business after she graduated from SDSU. Dolores will turn 89 this
year, but she hasn’t slowed down and still comes to work most days of the
week.
Deanne and Dolores enjoy interacting with customers and feel blessed that
over the years the store has enabled them to meet many amazing people in
the community. They feel fortunate that they can use their knowledge of
fashion to help customers feel good about themselves. They do this by helping
customers get the perfect attire for any occasion, from a party to that
important job interview, and by keeping prices reasonable. “When you look
good you feel good.” For more information on ACT II, please visit
the boutique's website.

La Mesa Entrepreneurship
Accelerator Program (LEAP)
Coming Soon
Great news! We are investing $800,000 to
accelerate the launch of businesses in our
community
through
the
new La Mesa
Entrepreneurship Accelerator Program
(LEAP). It is our goal to boost the local economy by
creating jobs and enabling more goods and
services to be offered to our residents.
Entrepreneurs may start applying in June.
Last month, the City Council approved the spending plan. While many cities
have made economic recovery possible for small businesses disproportionately
impacted by the pandemic, the San Diego Union Tribune reports that the
City of La Mesa may be the first, in at least Southern California, to direct
federal funds toward new businesses. The East County Economic
Development Council will oversee LEAP. To read the complete article,
please click here.

EV Charging Infrastructure Program
In a continued collaborative effort to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and air
pollution, SDG&E® has partnered with the City of La Mesa to bring four (4)
EV chargers to our very own MacArthur Park.
To watch the City of La Mesa's Debut YouTube video about these
installations, please click here.
For more information on the program, please click here.

Small Business COVID-19 Impact Study
Our community partners need your help to better understand the impacts of
the pandemic on small business. The Small Business Development Centers of
California are collaborating with the State of California Office of the Small
Business Advocate and California’s Women’s Business Centers to conduct a
survey on these impacts. Your help is needed.
All results are confidential, and reporting is only in the aggregate.
Survey link The survey closes on April 24:
https://ucsdextension.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_e2QOTU1EodnfS86.

Amplifying the City of La Mesa's Efforts
During the pandemic, the City of La Mesa launched the Dine, Shop, and
Explore social media campaign to encourage residents to shop local and
keep our small business economy thriving. We are glad to see the La Mesa
Chamber of Commerce and the County of San Diego amplify these efforts.
Please continue to dine, shop, and explore La Mesa!

East County Small Business Development Center
April 20, 2022 | 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.
The Small Business Development Center (SBDC) wants to empower small
business development and growth. SBDC offers an array of training events.
Don't delay, register today for a free workshop. This virtual workshop
offers insight on utilizing YouTube to grow your business. After
registering, you'll receive a confirmation email containing information about
joining the meeting. For the complete training calendar, please click here.
In addition, SBDC has made on-demand training available to meet the needs
of the local community and is delivered at no cost. View SBDC's current
offerings and sign up to register.

Do you need help
paying rent?
Our partner at Home Start,
Inc. continues to process rental
assistance applications to help
La Mesa residents pay their rent. If
you have demonstrated financial
impacts caused by the pandemic,
you may qualify for up to $5,000
to help with past due and/or future
rent payments. Applications will
be accepted until funds are
exhausted. To learn more about
the requirements, please visit
t h e program's website. If you
have any questions, please email lamesa.assistance@home-start.org or
call 619-643-6202.
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