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AGENDA 
 

LIBRARY TASK FORCE 
 

A Special Meeting via Teleconference 
 

Thursday, November 18, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. 
 

City Council Chambers, La Mesa City Hall 
8130 Allison Avenue, La Mesa, California 

 
This meeting is being conducted utilizing teleconferencing and electronic means consistent with 
Government Code Section 54953, as amended by Assembly Bill 361, in relation to the COVID-
19 State of Emergency and recommended social distancing measures. 
 
The public may view the meeting live using the following remote options: 
 

Teleconference Meeting Webinar 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86039350064 
 

Telephone (Audio only) 
 

(669) 900-6833 or (253) 215-8782  Webinar ID: 860 3935 0064 
 

Copy and paste the webinar link into your internet browser if the webinar link does not work 
directly from the agenda. 

 
Live Public Comments 
To provide oral public comments during the meeting, join the Zoom meeting by computer, 
mobile phone, or dial in number. On Zoom video conference by computer or mobile phone, use 
the “Raise Hand” feature. This will notify the moderator that you wish to speak during a specific 
item on the agenda or during non-agenda Public Comment. Members of the public will not be 
shown on video but will be able to speak when called upon. If joining the meeting using the 
Zoom dial-in number, you may raise your hand by pressing *9. Comments will be limited to 
three (3) minutes. No further comments will be entertained after the Chair closes public 
comment. 
 
Written Public Comments  
Members of the public who wish to make public comments may submit their comments by email 
to be read aloud at the Task Force meeting by City staff. Email comments must be submitted to 
the City Clerk at comments@cityoflamesa.us by 2:00 p.m. the day of the Task Force meeting 
and be no more than 300 words. Any language beyond the 300 words shall not be read during 
the Task Force meeting. The counting of words, for the purposes of public comment 
submissions, shall follow the same standards as set forth in Elections Code § 9 (see Attachment 
A). Please note in your email subject line either “public comment” for non-agenda Public 
Comment or the agenda item number related to the comment. All email comments shall be 
subject to the same rules as would otherwise govern speaker comments at the Task Force 
meeting. Form correspondence of identical content signed by different individuals shall be read 
aloud only once during the comment period. Immediately prior to the reading of such 
correspondence, the name of each signatory shall be stated aloud. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86039350064
mailto:comments@cityoflamesa.us
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CALL TO ORDER 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Members of the public may address the Library Task Force on subjects within the 
jurisdiction of the Library Task Force. Unless such subjects are contained within this 
agenda, there can be no discussion or action by the Library Task Force until a 
subsequent, publicly noticed meeting. 

 
CURRENT BUSINESS 
 

1. INTRODUCTION OF TASK FORCE MEMBERS 
 

2. STAFF PRESENTATION REGARDING THE LA MESA BRANCH LIBRARY  
 
STAFF AND BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the Library Task Force after distribution 
of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the City Clerk’s Office, 8130 Allison 
Avenue, during normal business hours. 
 
Copies of the Library Task Force Agenda are posted for public review on the announcement 
boards located near the entrance to City Hall and the entrance to the Council Chambers, 8130 
Allison Avenue, La Mesa, California, no less than seventy-two (72) hours prior to a Regular 
meeting and no less than twenty-four (24) hours prior to a Special meeting of the Task Force. 
 
The City of La Mesa encourages the participation of disabled individuals in the services, 
activities and programs provided by the City. Individuals with disabilities, who require 
reasonable accommodation in order to participate in Task Force meetings, should contact the 
City's Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Coordinator, Rida Freeman, Director of 
Administrative Services, 48 hours prior to the meeting at 619.667.1175, fax 619.667.1163, or 
rfreeman@cityoflamesa.us. 

mailto:rfreeman@cityoflamesa.us


 
ATTACHMENT A 

State of California 
 
ELECTIONS CODE 
 
Section 9 
 

 
 
9. (a) Counting of words, for purposes of this code, shall be as follows: 

(1) Punctuation is not counted. 
(2) Each word shall be counted as one word except as specified in this section. 
(3) All proper nouns, including geographical names, shall be considered as one 
word; for example, “City and County of San Francisco” shall be counted as one 
word. 
(4) Each abbreviation for a word, phrase, or expression shall be counted as one 
word. 
(5) Hyphenated words that appear in any generally available standard reference 
dictionary, published in the United States at any time within the 10 calendar years 
immediately preceding the election for which the words are counted, shall be 
considered as one word. Each part of all other hyphenated words shall be 
counted as a separate word. 
(6) Dates shall be counted as one word. 
(7) Any number consisting of a digit or digits shall be considered as one word. Any 
number which is spelled, such as “one,” shall be considered as a separate word 
or words. “One” shall be counted as one word whereas “one hundred” shall be 
counted as two words. “100” shall be counted as one word. 
(8) Telephone numbers shall be counted as one word. 
(9) Internet Web site addresses shall be counted as one word. 
(b) This section shall not apply to counting words for ballot designations under 
Section 13107. 

(Amended by Stats. 2014, Ch. 697, Sec. 3. (SB 1253) Effective January 1, 2015.) 
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LIBRARY SERVICES AGREEMENT   
BETWEEN THE CITY OF LA MESA 

AND THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO FOR THE 
PROVISION OF LIBRARY SERVICES AT BOTH AN 

INTERIM AND PERMANENT LIBRARY 

This Library Services Agreement (this "Agreement") is entered into this _______ day of 
______________, 2005, by and between the City of La Mesa, a municipal corporation organized 
pursuant to the laws of the State of California (hereinafter, “City”) and the County of San Diego, 
a political subdivision of the State of California (hereinafter, “County”). 

1. Recitals.  The parties agree that this Agreement is made for the purposes of and with
respect to the following facts, which each party agrees and acknowledges are true and
correct:

a. The City plans to construct an Interim Library facility to relocate the existing
Library in order to build a new Police facility on the current Library site.

b. The City agrees to diligently pursue State grant funds or other sources of funding
for a Permanent Library facility.

c. The intended sites for both the Interim Library and the Permanent Library are
located on the City of La Mesa Civic Center block. The intended site for the
Interim Library is adjacent to and west of City Hall. The intended site for the
Permanent Library is east of City Hall and is adjacent to and west of the trolley
tracks.

d. The City wishes to enter into an Agreement with the County for the provision of
library services at both the Interim Library and Permanent Library.

e. The County is agreeable to the rendering of such services subject to the terms and
conditions hereinafter set forth.

f. The parties hereto have entered into this Agreement dated _________________,
2005, for the purpose of operating an Interim Library and a proposed Permanent
Library. This Agreement supercedes the Operating Agreement submitted as part
of the application for construction funds under the Library Bond Act of 2000
(Proposition 14) Should the City construct the Permanent Library with State Bond
Act grant funds, both parties agree that the intent of this Agreement is to ensure
that State obligations are fulfilled.

2. Term.  The term of this Agreement shall be forty (40) years effective with the signing of
this Agreement. Should the County cease to provide library services at any time during
the term of this Agreement, said Agreement shall be terminated. Should the City fail in its

ATTACHMENT B



 
 

Page 2 of 8 

efforts to secure funding to construct a Permanent Library, this Agreement shall continue 
in full force and effect for the provision of library services at the Interim Library facility. 

 
3. Funding.  During the term of this Agreement, the funding level for the La Mesa 

Community Library may increase or decrease similar to all other County Library branches 
in like branch categories as detailed by the County Plan of Service. Ongoing funding 
levels shall be determined by County and approved in the annual budget process. 

 
4. Termination.  While it is the intent of both parties to make this a long-term commitment, 

County may terminate this Agreement, by giving the City written notice of termination on 
or before June 30 of any year. The termination shall become effective no sooner than July 
1 of the subsequent calendar year. Prior to notification of termination, the County agrees 
to non-binding mediation; however, if at the end of thirty (30) days from the 
commencement of mediation, the parties have not resolved their differences, the County 
may proceed with termination. 

 
5. Facilities.  The City is responsible for design and construction of both the Interim Library 

and the proposed Permanent Library. The City agrees to consult with the County in the 
development of plans for both the Interim Library and Permanent Library facilities. The 
City will own both library facilities and shall maintain both facilities as provided in this 
Agreement and in the “Memorandum of Understanding Between the City of La Mesa and 
the County of San Diego Concerning the La Mesa Branch Library” dated ____________, 
2005. 

 
6. Furnishings and Equipment. As provided in Section 9 (b) and 10 (b) of the 

“Memorandum of Understanding Between the City of La Mesa and the County of San 
Diego Concerning the La Mesa Branch Library” dated ____________, 2005, the City, in 
consultation with the County, is responsible for furnishing the Interim and Permanent 
Library sites, including, but not limited to book shelves, desks, tables, chairs, study 
carrels and signage for the identification of areas within the facility and exterior signage 
related to the Library. Where feasible, existing FF&E from the current La Mesa Branch 
Library may be utilized in the Interim Site. Ownership of the furnishings and equipment 
shall be transferred to the County. The County shall provide and pay for all 
telecommunications and computer equipment for public library use as described in 
Section 9 of this Agreement. The County reserves the right to add additional operational 
equipment, which will remain under County ownership. 

 
7. Maintenance and Repair.  The City shall be responsible for maintaining both the Interim 

Library and the Permanent Library facilities, including but not limited to all heating, 
ventilation, and air conditioning equipment; plumbing; solid waste and recycling; 
carpeting/floor covering (including cleaning, repair, and replacement); interior and 
exterior paint, interior and exterior windows; built-ins; lighting fixtures and bulbs 
(including cleaning and replacement); landscaping; and parking lots. The County shall 
maintain and repair the book theft detection system; shelving; furniture (including 
cleaning, reupholstering, or replacement); lounge appliances; and any other furnishings 
and equipment added by the County. 
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8. Utilities.  The City shall be responsible for all utility costs, including costs of electrical, 
water, sewer, and all custodial services. Telephone services for direct library service shall 
be the responsibility of the County. Telephone services for all community rooms in the 
Permanent Library shall be the responsibility of the City. 

 
9. Automation and Telecommunication. 
 

9.1 The Library will use the automated circulation and on-line catalog system, which is 
presently used by San Diego County Library. Appropriate equipment and quantity 
of equipment will be determined by the County, provided and paid for by the 
County. 

 
The computers and printers will be connected to the County Library’s main 
computer system giving library users access to all library materials and web-based 
resources available in the County Library. Except for telephone services for all 
community rooms in the Permanent Library, the County, at its sole expense, shall 
provide telecommunications (including telephones). 
 

9.2 If the City requests additional computers and software beyond what is provided by 
the County Library for public library use, the County will use its best efforts to 
provide such additional services, provided that the City agrees to reimburse the 
County for all additional costs associated with the additional services. 

 
9.3 A fax machine shall be installed and maintained by the County to communicate 

with Library Headquarters and other County branches and to facilitate the speedy 
delivery of reference inquiries. 

 
10. Regular Services by County. 
 

10.1 The County shall provide to La Mesa Community Library patrons the full range of 
library services currently provided system-wide by the San Diego County Library 
including, but not limited to, library administration services, circulation services, 
technical services, information system services, adult services, children’s services, 
reference and readers advisory services, and public programs. 

 
10.2 The County shall provide library materials collection development at a level 

which is consistent with the annual library budget approved by the County Board 
of Supervisors. The La Mesa Community Library book and materials collection 
will be developed and maintained according to San Diego County Library 
Materials Selection Policy, Collection Development policy, and any other 
applicable library policy.  

 
10.3 The level of services and materials provided by the County shall be based on the 

library budget approved each fiscal year by the San Diego County Board of 
Supervisors. The funding level for library services will increase or decrease 
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accordingly, as for all other County Library branches in like branch categories as 
detailed by the current County Plan of Service.  

 
10.4 The City Manager of the City, or his/her designee, shall be the City’s agent with 

respect to determining, evaluating, and obtaining the County’s compliance with 
this Agreement. The Library Director of the County or his/her designee shall be 
the County’s Agent. 

 
 10.5 The County shall operate the Interim Library and Permanent Library on the days 

and hours set forth in the current County Library Plan of Service. Any additional 
levels of service shall be subject to a mutually agreed upon adjustment of costs. 

 
 10.6 The County shall procure, furnish, and supply all labor, supervision, and supplies 

necessary to provide the library services described in Section 8.1 of this 
Agreement.  

 
 10.7 The County shall inform the City Manager prior to the appointment or transfer of 

the branch librarian of the La Mesa Community Library. 
 

10.8 The County shall provide the City with quarterly reports on circulation and other 
services as requested in writing by the City. 

 
11. Enhanced Service Level.  The City may request an enhanced level of regular library 

related services, including additional staffing and/or hours of operation. County shall 
make its best effort to accommodate the City’s request in this regard. An enhanced level 
of library services may be purchased by the City from the County at a rate to be 
determined by mutual written agreement of both parties. All requests by the City for 
enhanced library services shall be made in writing to the County. 

 
12. Payment Schedule.  Payments by the City to the County for services rendered pursuant to 

this Agreement shall be made quarterly within thirty (30) days of receipt of billing from 
the County. 

 
13. Permanent Library. 
 

13.1 Facility Management.  All community rooms proposed for the Permanent Library 
shall be operated, supervised, maintained and managed by the City. All room 
reservations, policies and revenues shall be the responsibility of the City. 

 
13.2 Staffing.  The City shall provide a Library Facility Coordinator to administer 

City’s responsibilities under section 13.1. The Library Facility Coordinator shall 
consult with County Library Staff to ensure effective operation of the entire 
Permanent Library facility. 
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14. Annual Library Budget.  Every year this Agreement is in effect, on or before April 1, the 
County shall provide to the City the next fiscal year’s proposed budget for the La Mesa 
branch library. 

 
At such time as library operations move to the proposed Permanent Library facility, the 
City shall provide and fund the library services approved by the City Council in the 
annual library budget. Thereafter, every year this Agreement is in effect, on or before 
April 1, the City shall provide to the County the next fiscal year’s proposed budget for the 
Permanent Library. 
 
If either party has any concerns about the other party’s budget, these concerns are to be 
submitted in writing to the other party on or before April 15. Both parties are to meet and 
resolve any budgetary issues prior to July 1 of the new fiscal year. 

 
15. Notices.  Whenever it shall be necessary for either of the parties to serve notice on the 

other regarding this Agreement, such notice shall be either served in person by certified 
mail, return receipt requested, or by telefax, and addressed as follows: 

 
CITY     COUNTY 
 
City Manager    Library Director 
City of La Mesa   San Diego County Library 
8130 Allison Avenue   5555 Overland Avenue, Building 15 
La Mesa, CA  91941   San Diego, CA  92123 
FAX:  619-462-7528   FAX:  858-694-2369 
 

16. Status of County.  County is, and shall at all times be deemed to be, an independent 
contractor. Nothing herein contained shall be construed as creating the relationship of 
employer and employee, or principal and agent, between City and County or any of 
County’s agents or employees. County and its Library Director shall retain all authority 
for rendition of services, standards of performances, control of personnel, and other 
matters incident to the performance of services by County pursuant to this Agreement. 
County, its agents and employees, shall not be entitled to any rights or privileges of City 
employees and shall not be considered in any manner to be City employees. 

 
17. State Audit.  Pursuant to Government Code Section 8546.7, City and County shall be 

subject to examination and audit by the State Auditor, for a period of three (3) years after 
this Agreement. City and County shall retain all records relating to the performance of 
this Agreement for said three-year period, except that records pertaining to any audit then 
in progress, or any claims or litigation which shall be retained beyond said three-year 
period until final resolution of said audit, claim or litigation. 

 
18. Alteration of Terms.  This Agreement fully expresses all understanding of City and 

County with respect to the subject matter of this Agreement and shall constitute the total 
Agreement between the parties for these purposes. No addition to, or alteration of, the 
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terms of this Agreement shall be valid unless made in writing, formally approved and 
executed by duly authorized agents of both parties. 

 
19. Insurance.   
 

19.1 At all times while this Agreement is in effect, each Party shall, at its sole expense, 
maintain a program of self-insurance, risk pooling, commercial insurance, or a 
combination thereof, satisfactory to the other Party for not less than a limit of 
liability amount of Two Million ($2,000,000) (stated on a per occurrence basis). 

  
19.2 The policy of comprehensive general liability insurance required by Paragraph 

19.1 shall include the following provisions: 
  

(a) The insurance shall not be invalidated by the acts or omissions of 
other insureds; 

  
(b) The insurance shall not be modifiable or cancelable or non-

renewable without 30 days’ prior written notice to the other Party 
(except in the case of cancellation for non-payment of premium in 
which case cancellation shall not take effect until at least 10 days 
notice has been given to the other Party). This provision is 
hereinafter referred to as “Notice of Modification or Cancellation”; 

  
(c) Each Party and its members, employees and agents shall be named 

as an additional insured as its interests may appear; 
  

(d)    The insurance shall include comprehensive property and personal 
injury endorsements; and 

  
19.3 A properly completed certificate of insurance executed by an authorized 

representative of the insurer or insurers and a certified copy of the policy or 
policies shall be furnished to the other Party prior to the Commencement Date and 
no later than thirty (30) days prior to expiration of any insurance policy. 

  
19.4 The requirements regarding the types and limits of insurance coverage to be 

maintained as required by this Article 19.1, and any approval of said insurance by 
the other Party and/or its agents, are not intended to and shall not in any manner 
limit or qualify the liabilities and obligations otherwise assumed by either Party 
pursuant to this Agreement, including but not limited to, the provisions 
concerning indemnification contained in Article 20 of this Agreement. 

  
19.5 Upon knowledge by either Party, that Party shall notify the other Party within 

twenty-four (24) hours after the occurrence of any accident or incident on the 
Property or adjacent property, which could give rise to a claim under any of the 
insurance policies required hereunder. 
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19.6 Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, the Parties may self-
insure for any risk set forth in this Article 19.1 in the manner and to the extent that 
a Party self-insures for similar risks with respect to its operations, equipment and 
property. The manner in which such self-insurance is provided and the extent of 
such self-insurance shall be set forth in a Certificate of Self Insurance, delivered 
to the other Party and signed by an authorized representative of the self-insured 
Party, which fully describes the self-insurance program and how the program 
covers the risks set forth in this Article 19.1.  Insurance provided by a joint 
powers agency insurance pool shall be considered self-insurance for the purposes 
of this paragraph. If at any time during the term of this Agreement the self-insured 
Party elects to not self-insure, the Party shall comply with all applicable 
provisions of this Article 19.1 to the extent it does not so self-insure. 

 
20. Indemnification. 
  

20.1 County, its officers, agents, and employees shall not be deemed to have assumed 
any liability for the negligence or any other act or omission of City or any of its 
officers, employees, or volunteers, or for any dangerous or defective condition of 
any property of City. City shall indemnify and hold County, its officers, agents, 
employees, volunteers, and independent contractors free and harmless from any 
claim or liability whatsoever, based or asserted upon the condition of any property 
of City, or upon any act or omission of City, its officers, agents, employees, 
volunteers, subcontractors, and independent contractors related to this Agreement, 
for property damage, bodily injury or death or any other element of damage of any 
kind or nature, and City shall defend at its expense including attorney fees, 
County, its officers, agents, employees, volunteers, and independent contractors in 
any legal action or claim of any kind, based upon such condition of City property, 
or alleged acts or omissions. 

 
20.2 County shall indemnify and hold City, its officers, agents, employees, volunteers, 

and independent contractors free and harmless from any claim or liability 
whatsoever, based or asserted upon any act or omission of County, its officers, 
agents, employees, volunteers, subcontractors, and independent contractors related 
to this Agreement, for property damage, bodily injury or death, and County shall 
defend, at its expense including attorney fees, City, its officers, agents, employees, 
volunteers, and independent contractors in any legal action or claim of any kind 
based upon such alleged acts or omissions. 

 
21. Dispute Resolution.  The parties agree to provide each other with written notice of 

nonperformance, unsatisfactory performance, or any other dispute arising from the terms 
of this Agreement within thirty (30) days of the deficiency or dispute being identified. 
The parties shall have thirty (30) days from receipt of said written notice to correct any 
performance deficiencies. The parties agree to cooperate in good faith to resolve any 
performance issue or dispute arising from this Agreement. In the event any dispute cannot 
be resolved under these procedures, each party retains such legal and equitable remedies 
as it may have under law to enforce this Agreement. 
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22. Effective Date.  This Library Services Agreement shall become effective on the first day 

of County’s occupancy of the interim library facility.  
 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement as of the date 
first hereinabove written. 
 
CITY OF LA MESA                  COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 
 
 
______________________________  ___________________________ 
Art Madrid, Mayor Clerk, Board of Supervisors 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________  
Mary J. Kennedy, CMC, City Clerk  
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
___________________________ ____________________________ 
Glenn Sabine, City Attorney County Counsel 
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