LA MESA CITY COUNCIL
AGENDA
A Special Meeting of the City Council via Teleconference
Tuesday, June 15, 2021
6:00 p.m.
City Council Chambers
La Mesa City Hall
8130 Allison Avenue
La Mesa, California

Mark Arapostathis, Mayor
Jack Shu, Vice Mayor
Bill Baber, Councilmember
Colin Parent, Councilmember
Vacant, Councilmember

Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the Council after distribution of
the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the City Clerk ’s Office,
8130 Allison Avenue, during normal business hours.
The City of La Mesa encourages the participation of disabled individuals in the services,
activities and programs provided by the City. Individuals with disabilities, who require
reasonable accommodation in order to participate in the City Council meetings, should
contact the City’s Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Coordinator, Rida Freeman,
Director of Administrative Services, 48 hours prior to the meeting at 619.667.1175, fax
619.667.1163, or rfreeman@cityoflamesa.us.
Hearing assisted devices are available for the hearing impaired. A City staff member is
available to provide these devices upon entry to City Council meetings, commission
meetings or public hearings held in the City Council Chambers. A photo i.d. or signature
will be required to secure a device for the meeting.
IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING JUNE 15, 2021 COUNCIL SPECIAL
MEETING FORMAT IN RESPONSE TO COVID-19 PANDEMIC

This meeting is being conducted utilizing teleconferencing and electronic
means consistent with State of California Executive Order N-29-20 dated
March 17, 2020, regarding the COVID-19 pandemic. The City Council
meeting may be viewed live on Cox Cable Channel 24 (within La Mesa
City limits), AT&T U-Verse Channel 99 (in the San Diego Region),the
City’s w e b s i t e ( WWW.CITYOFLAMESA.US) , F a c e b o o k L i v e
(WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/LAMESACA), or using the following Zoom
Webinar options:
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The public may view the meeting live using the following remote options:
Teleconference Meeting Webinar
HTTPS://US06WEB.ZOOM.US/J/83447345514

Telephone (Audio only)
(669) 900-6833 or (253) 215-8782 Webinar ID: Webinar ID: 834 4734
5514
Copy and paste the webinar link into your internet browser if the webinar
link does not work directly from the agenda.
Live Public Comments
To provide oral public comments during the meeting, join the Zoom
meeting by computer, mobile phone, or dial in number. On Zoom video
conference by computer or mobile phone, use the “Raise Hand” feature.
This will notify the moderator that you wish to speak during a specific item
on the agenda or during non-agenda Public Comment. Members of the
public will not be shown on video but will be able to speak when called
upon. If joining the meeting using the Zoom dial-in number, you may raise
your hand by pressing *9. Comments will be limited to three (3) minutes.
No further comments will be entertained after the Mayor closes public
comment.
Written Public Comments
Members of the public who wish to make public comments may submit
their comments by email to be read aloud at the Council meeting by the
City Clerk. Email comments must be submitted to the City Clerk
at COMMENTS@CITYOFLAMESA.US by 4:00 p.m. the day of the
Council meeting and be no more than 300 words. Any language beyond
the 300 words shall not be read during the Council meeting. The counting
of words, for the purposes of public comment submissions, shall follow the
same standards as set forth in Elections Code § 9 (see Attachment
A). Please note in your email subject line either “public comment” for nonagenda Public Comment or the agenda item number related to the
comment. All email comments shall be subject to the same rules as would
otherwise govern speaker comments at the Council meeting. Form
correspondence of identical content signed by different individuals shall be
read aloud only once during the comment period. Immediately prior to the
reading of such correspondence, the name of each signatory shall be
stated aloud.
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ROLL CALL
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
PUBLIC COMMENTS - (TOTAL TIME - 15 MINUTES)
NOTE: In accordance with state law, an item not scheduled on the agenda may
be brought forward by the general public for comment; however, the City
Council will not be able to discuss or take any action on the item at this
meeting. If appropriate, the item will be referred to Staff or placed on a future
agenda.
STAFF REPORT
1. A. RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE HOLDING OF AN ALL-MAIL
BALLOT SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER
2, 2021, TO FILL A VACANCY AS REQUIRED BY THE PROVISIONS OF
THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA RELATING TO GENERAL
LAW CITIES;
B. RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO RENDER
SPECIFIED SERVICES TO THE CITY RELATING TO THE
CONDUCT OF A SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION TO BE
HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2021; AND
C. RESOLUTION ADOPTING REGULATIONS FOR CANDIDATES
FOR ELECTIVE OFFICE PERTAINING TO CANDIDATES
STATEMENTS SUBMITTED TO THE VOTERS AT AN
ELECTION TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2021
Staff recommends the Council adopt the Resolutions.
Staff Reference: Ms. Wiegelman
Documents:
ITEM 1.PDF

ADJOURNMENT

ATTACHMENT A

State of California
ELECTIONS CODE
Section 9

9.

(a) Counting of words, for purposes of this code, shall be as follows:
(1) Punctuation is not counted.
(2) Each word shall be counted as one word except as specified in this section.
(3) All proper nouns, including geographical names, shall be considered as one
word; for example, “City and County of San Francisco” shall be counted as one
word.
(4) Each abbreviation for a word, phrase, or expression shall be counted as one
word.
(5) Hyphenated words that appear in any generally available standard reference
dictionary, published in the United States at any time within the 10 calendar years
immediately preceding the election for which the words are counted, shall be
considered as one word. Each part of all other hyphenated words shall be
counted as a separate word.
(6) Dates shall be counted as one word.
(7) Any number consisting of a digit or digits shall be considered as one word. Any
number which is spelled, such as “one,” shall be considered as a separate word
or words. “One” shall be counted as one word whereas “one hundred” shall be
counted as two words. “100” shall be counted as one word.
(8) Telephone numbers shall be counted as one word.
(9) Internet Web site addresses shall be counted as one word.
(b) This section shall not apply to counting words for ballot designations under
Section 13107.
(Amended by Stats. 2014, Ch. 697, Sec. 3. (SB 1253) Effective January 1, 2015.)
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DATE:

June 15, 2021

TO:

Mayor and Members of the City Council

FROM:

Megan Wiegelman, CMC, City Clerk

VIA:

Greg Humora, City Manag~~
Glenn Sabine, City Attorney,ro

SUBJECT:

Adoption of Resolutions Pertaining to the Special Municipal Election to be
Held on November 2, 2021

\-\,vJ

(j.,f

On the special election of April 6, 2021 ,. the voters elected Dr. Akilah Weber to the 79 th
State Assembly District seat. Consequently, Dr. Weber submitted her resignation from
the La Mesa City Council on April 19, 2021.
California Government Code §36512 governs the process for filling a vacancy on the
City Council. The vacancy can be filled by either appointment of a new member by the
City Council or by special election. The City Council has 60 days from the
commencement of the vacancy to either make an appointment or call for a special
election. Due to Dr. Weber's resignation the 60 day expires on June 18, 2021.
The vacant seat on the City Council has a remaining term of approximately 18 months
(up for election at the November 8, 2022 General Election).
The time to fill the vacancy by appointment has passed; therefore, the vacancy shall be
filled by a special election . The election can be held no sooner than 114 days from the
date it is called by Resolution, and pursuant to Government Code section 36512(d)(2),
must be held on the next regularly scheduled election date. The next regularly
scheduled election date which is more than 114 days from the period of time between
now and June 18th is November 2, 2021. The only day the special election may be held
is Tuesday, November 2, 2021.
The City is eligible to conduct its special election as an all-mail ballot election. Elections
Code section 4004(c) permits "small cities", defined as those less than 100,000 in
population to conduct special elections by mail, subject to the following conditions:
(1) The legislative body of the small city or the governing body of the eligible entity,
by resolution, authorizes the use of mailed ballots for the election .

(2) The election is a special election to fill a vacancy in the legislative body or
governing body.
(3) The election is not held on the same date as a statewide primary or general
election.
(4) The election is not consolidated with any other election.
(5) The return of voted mail ballots is subject to Section 3017.
As such this section poses some challenges for conducting an all-mail ballot election.
There is a potential that other elections could be held in La Mesa on November 2, 2021
(such as the Gubernatorial recall), and if so, the City could not conduct an all-mail ballot
stand-alone election. In that case, the County would conduct the election in the same
manner they conduct the other election, so that there is only one ballot received by La
Mesa voters. In the event there is no other elections called for November 2, 2021, the
City could conduct an all-mail ballot stand-alone special election, as provided for in
Elections Code section 4004. At this time there are no other elections scheduled for
November 2, 2021.
The County Registrar of Voters' cost estimate for holding a La Mesa all-mail ballot
special election to fill the vacancy on City Council is approximately $400,000 $650,000. The cost estimate for a consolidated election that is not all-mail ballot is
approximately $600,000 - $900,000. These estimations are based on prior elections
similar in size.
Adoption of the attached resolutions is required by law in order to: (1) call and give
notice of the Special Municipal Election to be held November 2, 2021; (2) request the
County Registrar of Voters conduct the election by all-mail ballot and perform specified
services in relation to the election; and (3) adopt regulations pertaining to candidate
statements.
Staff recommends the Council adopt the attached resolutions.

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-- - RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA MESA,
CALIFORNIA, CALLING FOR THE HOLDING OF AN ALL-MAIL BALLOT
SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2021, TO FILL
A VACANCY AS REQUIRED BY THE PROVISIONS OF THE LAWS OF THE STATE
OF CALIFORNIA RELATING TO GENERAL LAW CITIES

WHEREAS, a vacancy on the La Mesa City Council was created by the resignation of
Dr. Akilah Weber on April 19, 2021; and
WHEREAS, the term of office in which the vacancy exists ends November 8, 2022.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA MESA, CALIFORNIA,
DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. That pursuant to the requirements of the laws of the State of California
relating to General Law Cities, there is called and ordered to be held in the City of La Mesa,
California, on Tuesday, November 2, 2021, a Special Municipal Election conducted by all-mail
ballot for the purpose of electing a Member of the City Council for the term of office in which the
vacancy was created by the resignation of Dr. Akilah Weber, which ends November 8, 2022.
SECTION 2. That the ballots to be used at the election shall be in form and content as
required by law.
SECTION 3. That the City Clerk is authorized, instructed and directed to coordinate with
the County of San Diego Registrar of Voters to procure and furnish any and all official ballots,
notices, printed matter and all supplies, equipment and paraphernalia that may be necessary in
order to properly and lawfully conduct the election by all-mail ballot.
SECTION 4. That the county election department is authorized to canvass the returns of
the Special Municipal Election.
SECTION 5. That in all particulars not recited in this Resolution, the election shall be
held and conducted as provided by law for holding municipal elections.
SECTION 6. That pursuant to the California Elections Code, said Special Election shall
be conducted by all-mail ballot, and shall be conducted pursuant to Chapter 2 of Division 4
(commencing with § 4100) of the California Elections Code only insofar as required by law.
Notwithstanding Elections Code § 4013, ballots cast in the Special Election shall be returned to
the San Diego County elections department no later than 8:00 p.m. on Election Day in order to
be counted. Ballots that are postmarked on Election Day and received no later than three (3)
days following the day of election will also be counted.
SECTION 7. That notice of the time and place of holding the election is given and the
City Clerk is authorized, instructed and directed to give further or additional notice of the
election, in time, form and manner as required by law.

ATTACHMENT A

SECTION 8. That the City Council authorizes the San Diego County election department
to administer said election, and recognizes that additional costs will be incurred by the County
by reason of this request and agrees to reimburse the County for any costs.
SECTION 9. That the City Clerk is hereby directed to file a certified copy of this
resolution with the Board of Supervisors and the county election department of the County of
San Diego.
SECTION 10. That the City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this
resolution and enter it into the book of original resolutions.
PASSED AND ADOPTED at a Special meeting of the City Council of the City of
La Mesa, California, held the 15th day of June 2021, by the following vote, to wit:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
CERTIFICATE OF CITY CLERK
I, MEGAN WIEGELMAN, City Clerk of the City of La Mesa, California, do hereby certify
the foregoing to be a true and exact copy of Resolution No. 2021- , duly passed and adopted
by the City Council of said City on the date and by the vote therein recited.

MEGAN WIEGELMAN, CMC, City Clerk
(SEAL OF CITY)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-_ _ __
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA MESA,
CALIFORNIA, REQUESTING THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO RENDER SPECIFIED SERVICES TO THE CITY
RELATING TO THE CONDUCT OF A SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION TO BE
HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2021

WHEREAS, on June 15, 2021, the City Council of the City of La Mesa adopted
Resolution No. 2021-064, calling a Special Municipal Election to be held on November 2, 2021,
for the purpose of the election of one Member of the City Council, for the term of office in which a
vacancy was created and which ends November 8, 2022; and;
WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of § 4004 of the Elections Code of the State of
California, this election will be conducted wholly by Mail Ballot; and
WHEREAS, in the course of conduct of the election it is necessary for the City to request
services of the County; and
WHEREAS, all necessary expenses in performing these services shall be paid by the City
of La Mesa.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the
City of La Mesa:
SECTION 1. That pursuant to the requirements of § 10002 of the Elections Code, the
Board of Supervisors of the County of San Diego is hereby requested to consent and agree to
permit the county elections official to render specific services to the City relating to the conduct of
the Special Municipal Election. Further pursuant to Elections Code § 10002, the Finance Director,
or his or her designee, is hereby authorized to reimburse the County for the actual cost incurred in
conducting the election upon receipt of a bill stating the amount due as determined by the
elections official.
SECTION 2. That the City Clerk is authorized, instructed and directed to coordinate with
the County of San Diego Registrar of Voters to procure and furnish any and all official ballots,
notices, printed matter and all supplies, equipment and paraphernalia that may be necessary in
order to properly and lawfully conduct the election.
SECTION 3. The City Council directs the City Clerk to file a certified copy of this
Resolution with the San Diego County Board of Supervisors and the San Diego County Registrar
of Voters.
SECTION 4. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this Resolution
and enter it into the book of original Resolutions.

ATTACHMENT B

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a Special meeting of the City Council of the City of La Mesa,
California, held the 15th day of June 2021, by the following vote, to wit:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:

CERTIFICATE OF CITY CLERK
I, MEGAN WIEGELMAN, City Clerk of the City of La Mesa, California, do hereby certify
the foregoing to be a true and exact copy of Resolution No. 2021- , duly passed and adopted by
the City Council of said City on the date and by the vote therein recited.

MEGAN WIEGELMAN, CMC, City Clerk

(SEAL OF CITY)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA MESA,
CALIFORNIA, ADOPTING REGULATIONS FOR CANDIDATES FOR ELECTIVE
OFFICE PERTAINING TO CANDIDATES STATEMENTS SUBMITTED TO THE
VOTERS AT AN ELECTION TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2021

WHEREAS, § 13307 of the Elections Code of the State of California provides that the
governing body of any local agency adopt regulations pertaining to materials prepared by any
candidate for a municipal election, including costs of the candidates statement.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA MESA, CALIFORNIA,
DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1:

GENERAL PROVISIONS.

Pursuant to § 13307 of the Elections Code of the State of California, each candidate for
elective office to be voted for at a special election to be held in the City of La Mesa on
November 2, 2021 may prepare a candidate's statement on an appropriate form provided by
the City Clerk. The statement may include the name, age and occupation of the candidate and
a brief description of no more than 200 words of the candidate's education and qualifications
expressed by the candidate himself or herself. The statement shall not include party affiliation
of the candidate, nor membership or activity in partisan political organizations. The statement
shall be filed in typewritten form in the office of the City Clerk at the time the candidate's
nomination papers are filed. The statement may be withdrawn, but not changed, during the
period for filing nomination papers and until 5:00 p.m. of the next working day after the close of
the nomination period.
SECTION 2:

FOREIGN LANGUAGE POLICY

Pursuant to the Federal Voting Rights Act, candidates statements will be translated into
all languages required by the County of San Diego Registrar of Voters ("Registrar of Voters").
The Registrar of Voters is required to translate voter information guide text, including
candidate's statements, into the following languages: Chinese, Filipino, Spanish and
Vietnamese.
The Registrar of Voters will mail separate voter information guides and candidates
statements in Chinese, Filipino, Spanish or Vietnamese to only those voters who are on the
County voter file as having requested a voter information guide in a particular language or
whose birthplace is in one of the respective language speaking countries. The Registrar of
Voters will make the voter information guides and candidates statements in the required
languages available on the Registrar of Voters website and in the Registrar's office.
SECTION 3:

PAYMENT

Translations: The candidate shall be required to pay for the cost of translating the
candidate statement into any required foreign language as specified in Section 2 above
pursuant to Federal and/or State law.

ATTACHMENT C

The candidate shall be required to pay for the cost of translating the candidate
statement into any foreign language that is not required as specified in Section 2 above,
pursuant to Federal and/or State law, but is requested as an option by the candidate.
Printing: The candidate shall be required to pay for the cost of printing the candidate
statement in English and the required foreign languages, as specified in Section 2 above, in the
main voter pamphlet and any foreign language the candidate requests as an option by the
candidate.
The City Clerk shall estimate the total cost of printing, handling, translating and mailing
the candidate's statements filed pursuant to this section, including costs incurred as a result of
complying with the Federal Voting Rights Act of 1965 (as amended), and require each
candidate filing a statement to pay in advance to the local agency his or her estimated pro rata
share as a condition of having his or her statement included in the voter's pamphlet. In the
event the estimated payment is required, the estimate is just an approximation of the actual
cost that varies from one election to another election and may be significantly more or less than
the estimate, depending on the actual number of candidates filing statements. Accordingly, the
Clerk is not bound by the estimate and may, on a pro rata basis, bill the candidate for additional
actual expense or refund any excess paid depending on the final actual cost. In the event of
underpayment, the Clerk may require the candidate to pay the balance of the cost incurred. In
the event of overpayment, the Clerk shall prorate the excess amount among the candidates and
refund the excess amount paid within 30 days of the election.
SECTION 4:

MISCELLANEOUS

All translations shall be provided by professionally-certified translators.
The City Clerk shall comply with all recommendations and standards set forth by the
California Secretary of State regarding occupational designations and other matters relating to
elections.
SECTION 5:

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS

No candidate will be permitted to include additional materials in the voter information
guide.
SECTION 6: That the City Clerk shall provide each candidate or the candidate's
representative a copy of this Resolution at the time nominating petitions are issued.
SECTION 7: That all previous resolutions establishing Council policy on payment for
candidates' statements are repealed.
SECTION 8:
That this Resolution shall apply at the next ensuing municipal election
and at each municipal election after that time.
SECTION 9:
Resolution.

That the City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a Special meeting of the City Council of the City of
La Mesa, California, held the 15th day of June 2021, by the following vote, to wit:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:

CERTIFICATE OF CITY CLERK
I, MEGAN WIEGELMAN, City Clerk of the City of La Mesa, California, do hereby certify
the foregoing to be a true and exact copy of Resolution No. 2021- , duly passed and adopted
by the City Council of said City on the date and by the vote therein recited.

MEGAN WIEGELMAN, CMC, City Clerk

(SEAL OF CITY)

